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EDITORIALS OF THE MMoNTH 








THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
LL PRECEPTS of common sense would indi- 


cate that the coming popular democratic 
elections of representatives to the American Jew- 
ish Congress are certainly praiseworthy. If we be- 
lieve in democratic procedure for the general con- 
duct of American life, we must also believe in a 
similar procedure for the conduct of Jewish com- 
munity life. It might seem that in 1938 none 
would question the principle that only chosen rep- 
resentatives can be responsible representatives. 
The superiority of a united body which seeks to 
attain certain aims as compared to separated and 
frequently divergent groups working towards the 
same goal should by now also be beyond doubt. 

Jews in many countries are being brutally perse- 
cuted today and their guaranteed: civil, political 
and economic rights are being violated. World 
Jewry is now confronted with an immediate and 
pressing problem of extending aid to the victims 
and of conducting a vigorous struggle for the de- 
fense of their rights. American Jewry, situated 
more favorably than Jews of other countries, is 
faced with the moral responsibility of shouldering 
the burden of this task. The American Jewish 
Congress was founded with the aim of fulfilling 
_ just such tasks. It was organized for the purpose 
of creating a democratically elected body that 
could honestly speak in the name of the people 
when demanding the rights of Jews throughout 
the world as well as in organizing Jewish com- 
munity life in the U. S. The popular elections 
to be held on June 25, 26, and 27 in which every 
Jewish man and woman 18 years of age and over 
may participate should therefore have been hailed 
as a progressive measure that could go far to- 
ward attaining these ends. 

And yet the American Jewish Congress has been 
the subject of severe criticism during the past few 
years. ‘The criticism, in some cases verging on 
condemnation, arises from two distinct and far 
separated groups. Its spokesmen are the repre- 
sentatives of Fifth Avenue Jewish aristocracy as 
well as the leaders of the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee. 

It is a pity but it seems true that the dynamic 
impact of the lessons of Jewish history of the past 
two decades has made no impression on some 
Jews. In his sermon at Temple Emanu-El on 
Saturday, May 28, Rabbi Samuel H. Goldenson 
gave voice to the age old fear of the half assimil- 
ated Jewish aristocracy of acknowledging itself 
as a part of the Jewish people. They are will- 
ing to share the “Jewish God” with the “common 


Jews” but “the evils which may arise from turning 
the Jewish people of this country from individual 
citizens into a solidified group or one so regarded 
by our neighbors are terrifying to contemplate.” 
These words sound familiar. They have been 
used years ago by corresponding sections of Ger- 
man, Austrian and Hungarian Jewry who sought to 
escape the tragic fate which history imposed upon 
the Jewish people by dissociating themselves from 
it and pathetically striving to convince all and sun- 
dry that they were not Jews at all but merely citiz- 
ens of the Mosaic persuasion. It was such a nega- 
tive attitude toward the Jewish people which induc- 
ed some Jews in Germany to contribute to the cof- 
fers of the Nazi funds in the hope that on the day 
of reckoning they would be exempt from paying 
the tribute in life and suffering which twentieth 
century history has levied upon the Jews. This piti- 
ful attempt to escape did not prove at all effective 
in the European countries and the same people 
who proclaimed their terror at being identified 
with an organized Jewish people are now driven 
into its confines by the Nazi truncheon which re- 
fuses to heed their protestations of being solely a 
religious and not a racial group. This lesson of 
the European countries has not yet reached the 
lofty habitat of Rabbi Goldenson, but we some- 
times wonder what the Jewish God, to whose 
worship Rabbi Goldenson invokes his congrega- 
tion, thinks of his terror at being regarded as a 
member of a solidified Jewish group. 

Imbued with such an overwhelming fear it is 
therefore quite natural that those whose views 
Rabbi Goldenson expressed should be opposed to 
a democratic Jewish Congress and he continues 
that “the proper way and the more successful 
way ... is for the leaders in all Jewish endeavors 
to come together in a mutually confident and 
cooperative spirit and then as representatives of 
already existent organizations, to speak to the 
world at large not in the name of a solidified 
Jewry, but in the name of humanity and justice, 
freedom and equality.” But what weight will the 
representations of such unelected leaders carry 
with those political bodies whose sympathy and 
aid we must now obtain? Where will be the or- 
ganized and united force that will be needed to 
gather and to administer aid on so large a scale 
as the present crisis requires? By whose authority 
will these leaders determine their policy of ac- 
tion? This point of view is bad Americanism as 
well as poor Jewish solidarity. 


We also cannot feel any great apprehension at 
Rabbi Goldenson’s conclusion that “such an or- 
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ganization of all the Jews that speaks of itself as 
a congress or an assembly . . . cannot but give 
support to the charge that we Jews are at bottom 
racially different from the rest of the citizens of 
the country.” We are rather inclined to say: so 
what? Let the anthropologists concern themselves 
with the question whether the Jews are or are not 
a race. Reasonable people condemn Nazi racial 
theories not because they say that there are differ- 
ent races in the world but because they divide them 
into higher and lower races, and classify a whole 
people in the category of criminals. 


But whereas Jewish “aristocracy” has learned 
nothing from the events of the past years some 
sections of Jewish labor have forgotten nothing 
of the dogmas which they assumed years ago 
in the infancy of the Jewish labor movement. 


The Jewish Labor Committee is opposed to the 
idea of the Congress and it recently issued a state- 
ment explaining its objections. We found the 
statement to be definitely disappointing for the 
simple reason that we expected something more 
basic and fundamental from an organized body 
of Jewish workers. The Labor Committee states 
that it recognizes the fact that in Jewish life there 
are also class distinctions and differences of opin- 
ion concerning the methods and the principles of 
the struggle against anti-Semitism. But do these 
class differences rule out the desirability of a 
democratic Jewish Congress? Since when and in 
what country have Socialists refrained from par- 
ticipating in democratically elected governmental 
bodies? Why make an exception in the case of 
the Jewish Congress? Have the class differences 
within American Jewry become so acute that it is 
impossible to participate in an elective body? 
What gains are to be attained by separatism at the 
present moment? Granting the valuable achieve- 
ments of the Jewish Labor Committee so far, is 
there any valid reason why it should abstain from 
the Congress? 


There was a time when Jewish workers looked 
disparagingly at any collaboration with the class 
enemy for any purpose whatsoever. Fortunately 
the understanding of social problems is more thor- 
oughgoing today. When Jews as a people are 
being persecuted in many countries it is hardly the 
proper time to be ‘‘mad” at the Jewish bourgeoisie 
and to refuse to cooperate in a body which will, in 
the long run, be controlled by those who represent 
the majority. We are confident that the sound in- 
telligence of the Jewish worker will dictate his 
duty and that he will not apply in Jewish life a 
super-revolutionary doctrine which he has dis- 
carded in general political life. 
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A SERIOUS BREACH 


HERE CAN be little doubt that Jews have 

been responsible for several attacks on Arabs 
in Haifa and Jerusalem within the past week. It 
is hardly necessary to enter upon a disquisition on 
the immorality of wanton retaliation, which 
strikes the guiltless as well as the guilty. The 
Jewish Yishuv has already spoken on that score: 
No innocent blood shall be shed in revenge. The 
two years of heroic self-discipline in the face of 
terror and provocation have shown how pro- 
foundly the Jewish community is committed to the 
principle of defense but not indiscriminate attack. 
The present reaction of the entire Jewish press to 
the reports that several Arabs have been shot by 
Jews indicates that Jewish Palestine has suffered 
no change of heart. The Jews of Palestine will 
not fight terror with a counter-terror. The shoot- 
ings were committed by a few irresponsible indivi- 
duals reputedly members of an organization which 
has endangered the peace and welfare of the Jew- 
ish community on previous occasions. Quite apart 
from the ethical considerations involved, it is cri- 
minal folly to attempt to precipitate a counter-ter- 
ror at this moment. The extraordinary record of 
the Jews during the outrages has been a political 
argument in our favor which no one could gainsay. 
We realize all too well that this Spartan discipline 
has not come easy. The temptation to retaliate, 
to answer jungle savagery with equal savagery 
must have been great and frequent during these 
agonizing two years, but the temptation was over- 
come. Happily the victories of this policy have 
been real. The whole world has marvelled at the 
spectacle of a community heroic, determined and © 
peaceful under unparalleled provocation. To 
choose the moment when a new commission is sit- 
ting in Palestine to besmirch this record, to under- 
mine this hard-won achievement is madness be- 
yond words. Any political group, pretending to 
call itself Zionist, which encourages crazed indivi- 
duals to break the discipline of the community, is 
committing an act of outrage upon the Jews of 
Palestine and upon Zionism in far greater meas- 
ure than upon the Arabs. 


THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
‘FOO LATE, too late.’ Such is the haunting 


peccavi of much of post-war Zionism. 
When, after the war, Ussishkin asked for millions 
for land purchase, we threw a few coppers in our 
blue and white boxes. When land was twenty- 
five dollars an acre, we did not buy it. Now we 
are glad to get it at four hundred. When the 
gates of Palestine were half-open, we could not 
produce the immigrants. Now that we have the 
men we cannot get them into the country. 
Yet in a sense it is never too late. Such is the 


constant need of our people that all upbuilding ef- 
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forts must be inadequate to balance the destruc- 
tion which anti-Semitic madness is leaving in the 
Jewish communities of Europe. The test by 
which history will judge us is our capacity to res- 
pond to new challenges and needs. Whether we 
deserve a homeland depends on our dogged will 
to obtain one. 

The call on behalf of the United Palestine Ap- 
peal which Dr. Weizmann issued reminds us of the 
nature of the hour. It is now that the utmost is 
needed. Now, when our enemies are closing in on 
us; when opportunities seem most limited, our ef- 
forts must reach new heights. For the question is 
no longer whether we will pay a hundred or five 
hundred dollars for an acre of land. It is our 
people’s existence which is at stake. From thou- 
sands of shallow, fresh-dug suicides’ graves in 
Vienna comes the cry “Too late, too late.”” To 
stand aside now means to turn grave diggers by 
proxy. 

From dozens of graves in Palestine where rest 
shomrim, plowmen and chauffeurs, comes the cry, 
‘We have done our share.”’ Dare we, the living, 
say less? 


THE SOCIAL WORKERS' CONFERENCE 


HE SESSIONS of the National Conference 

for Jewish Social Welfare which are held 
from year to year are in a measure summaries of 
achievements, developments and trends in what is 
known as “organized” Jewish life in America. 
While to most of American Jewry, we imagine, 
social work implies charity, in reality this field 
has developed far beyond the boundaries of its in- 
itial stage of philanthropy. The social worker 
of today, because of the wider ramifications of his 
scope of activities and the professionalization of 
his position, guides and, to a large extent, formu- 
lates and determines policies and practices in the 
field of communal endeavor. 

This year’s conference which met during the 
last days of May at Washington, did not bring out 
any startling results and discoveries. Certain 
trends however, are clearly discernible and de- 
serve the attention of intelligent Jewish public 
opinion. 

It was revealed, for instance, that the develop- 
ment and growth of the local community councils 
have passed beyond the stage of experiments. 
The Harrisburg experience proves that the demo- 
cratic organization of the Jewish community in 
small cities can be achieved and can function more 
adequately and efficiently than the previous hap- 
hazard set up of contending institutions and or- 
ganizations. The value of the Jewish centers in 
bringing about these developments is beyond 
doubt. 

The field of family-case work is continuing to 
show a lack of vision in applying its functions to 
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immediate Jewish needs. Certain attitudes to 
problems of German Jewish refugees expressed 
by some representatives of “psychiatric” agencies 
in the larger cities are dangerous, un-American 
and un-Jewish. We doubt whether the commun- 
ity at large would favor the present trend if it 
were aware of them. This problem deserves fur- 
ther consideration. 

That the influence of Palestine in general, and 
Labor Zionism in particular, is on the ascendance 
should be seen clearly. It was particularly notice- 
able at the sessions of the Center Workers and 
Educators. The Social Workers Chapter of the 
League for Labor Palestine launched its project 
campaign for the establishment of the I. M. Rubi- 
now Memorial Collection at the Library of the 
School for Social Work, under the auspices of the 
Vaad Leumi of Jerusalem. The response with 
which this project met both at the Conference and 
generally in social work circles, is sufficient proof 
that the gap between social and communal work- 
ers and living Palestine is being bridged. 

The general sessions of the Conference were 
also of a higher calibre than usual. The papers 
presented on the Jewish culture and economic 
problems were deeper, more solid and more 
searching. The appreciation of the processes of 
democracy, cultural pluralism and Jewish survival, 
was presented in a convincing and gratifying man- 
ner, both by the speakers and the audience. 

The usual “conference atmosphere’’ associated 
with. gatherings of this type was missing. This 
was undoubtedly due to the grave situation of the 
Jews throughout the world which was presented 
on a number of occasions by outstanding author- 
ities. It is evident that American Jewry is rapidly 
coming of age. The return of the Jewish profes- 
sional Social Worker to the world of realities and 
to Jewish life is to be greeted by all. 
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The New Commission In Palestine 


HE NEW commission which the British gov- 

ernment sent to Palestine to study the ques- 
tion of partition is now holding public hearings. 
Palcor informs us that both adherents and oppon- 
ents of the plan among Zionists will appear before 
the commission. The World Zionist Executive and 
the Smaller Actions Committee considered it essen- 
tial to give the commission an opportunity to ac- 
quaint itself with the opinions of both political ori- 
entations in the Zionist movement. The adoption 
of this decision was not motivated solely by consid- 
eration for the feelings of those Zionists who 
staunchly oppose partition, but also by the fact 
that no matter how favorable the political situa- 
tion may be today for the establishment of a Jew- 
ish state grave doubts exist as to whether such a 
plan will be equally feasible in the near future. 
Prudence therefore commands a continuation of 
the struggle for the fulfillment of the Mandate and 
of the international obligations which England as- 
sumed toward the Jews under the Mandate. It is 
clear that those Zionists who remain opposed to 
partition are psychologically in a better position to 
demand the fulfillment of the terms of the Man- 
date. 

The commission is approaching its task with the 
intention of studying the situation and working out 
a detailed plan of partition within the next few 
months. The original name of this body—Tech- 
nical Commission—has now been practically aban- 
doned and in its official announcements the gov- 
ernment refers to it as “The Commission of Parti- 
tion.” This change of name is the best indication 
of the aims—to draw up a concrete and detailed 
partition plan. 

It is futile at this time to attempt to predict the 
outcome of the work of the commission or to pro- 
phesy whether the new plan will be an improve- 
ment over the plan of the Peel Commission. The 
Palestine correspondent of the New York Times 
reports that he has been informed by an important 
political source that the new partition plan will be 
much worse than the preceding one and that it will 
be purposely formulated in such a manner as to be 
unacceptable to Jews. 

According to this correspondent, the British 
government is anxious to rid itself of the whole 
partition idea with its proposed establishment of 
two sovereign states, but having become too deep- 
ly committed to the plan, it is more convenient for 
England to have the Jews reject it and bear the 
blame for the abandonment of the entire project. 
Distant as we are from the sources of information 
we can readily guess who inspired the report of 
the correspondent of the N. Y. Times. A certain 
clique of British officials in Jerusalem have for 


some time now been cherishing a plan of partition 
which would allot an insignificant area to the Jews. 
Since we are acquainted with the details of that 
secret project we can confidently declare that no 
Zionist, no matter how enthusiastically he may 
support the idea of immediate partition, would be 
ready even to negotiate on the basis of this plan. 
That clique of officials was opposed to the idea of 
a Jewish state from the start and it was therefore 
natural for it to exaggerate the possible resistance 
of the Arab nationalists and to attempt to influ- 
ence the new commission with the spirit of its own 
policy—a status quo with diminished possibilities 
of Jewish immigration and colonization. 

At the same time great sympathy has been ex- 
pressed among British government circles to the 
scheme of partition which has been drawn up by a 
tried friend of the Jews, James Malcolm, who is a 
prominent political figure in England. James 
Malcolm, who is of Armenian descent, showed 
great understanding for the. Armenian national 
problem as well as for Zionism during the World 
War. According to the plan of James Malcolm 
the Jewish state would embrace a larger area and 
part of Jerusalem, and more favorable conditions 
for Jewish colonization would be established in 
the area of the permanent Mandate. The recent 
issues of Great Britain and the Near East (a jour- 
nal which echoes the opinions of the British colon- 
ial office) inform us that higher officials in London 
realize that the Arab proposal for a peace agree- 
ment for the next ten years which would relegate 
Palestine Jews to the status of a “national minor- 
ity” is unacceptable. This journal is now asking 
for a radical solution of the Palestine problem and 
it expresses the conviction that such a solution can 
only be attained with the establishment of two 
states. It is impossible to foretell how the differ- 
ences among British officials concerning Palestine 
will eventually be composed, but there is no foun- 
dation for the belief that the partition plan has 
been abandoned. On the contrary, we may now 
be justified in assuming that the prospects for a 
solution of the Palestine problem on the basis of 
the principle of the Peel Commission are more 
promising than they were a few months past. 

The so-called Pan Arabic pressure on England 
is today weaker than it was a short time ago. It is 
true that the Palestine Arabic press still threatens 
that if “the justified Arab demands” will not be 
granted then the “United Pan Arab world” will 
destroy the British Empire. But these threats are 
not taken as seriously in England now as they 
were taken before. A few weeks ago a Jerusalem 
Arabic weekly (Marath A Shark) criticized the 
Arabic press for its verbal heroism and hypocrisy. 
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This weekly journal was even honest enough to 
add cynically that its own threats against England 
were only “bluff and hypocrisy” and that “‘the dif- 
ference between us and the Arabic dailies consists 
in that the latter practice hypocrisy daily while we 
do so only once a week.” 

That Arab threats should not be taken with 
such tragic earnestness we may conclude from the 
unsuccessful attempts which were made in Pales- 
tine and in the surrounding Arabic countries to 
hinder the investigations of the new Commission. 
The Arab leaders declared a general strike as a 
protest against the Partition Commission and it 
proved a failure. Jaffa did not participate in the 
strike at all (although the orange shipping season 
was already over and the strike could have caused 
no appreciable economic loss). Jerusalem did not 
strike. In Haifa a number of Arab stores were 
closed for one day. In Beth Shean a fair was 
held on that day and large numbers of city and vil- 
lage Arabs participated in the fair. So far as the 
surrounding countries are concerned, a group of 
terrorists forced a number of Arab storekeepers 
in Beirut to close their shops but after the Leban- 
ese police arrested some of the ‘‘active youth”’ all 
Arab shops were open by nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing. In Bagdad, the capital of Iraq, the foreign 
minister assembled the members of Parliament 
and asked them to refrain from demonstrations 
against the Commission and against England. 
His request was complied with. (As these lines 
are being written it is reported from Beirut that 
Fauzi bey el Kaukagi, the self-appointed comman- 
der of the Palestine terrorists in 1936 who later 
fled to Iraq, attempted to return to Palestine but 
has been ordered by the Iraq government not to 
leave the country.) The political importance of 
Arabia and Yemen and the possibility of their pre- 
senting a threat to England we may gauge from 
the fact that England and Italy just now came to 
an agreement concerning their spheres of influence 
in Arabia without even consulting Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen. In Egypt, the most highly civilized 
and densely populated Arabic speaking country, 
the handful of Pan Arab clubs and the few hun- 
dred students from Palestine and Syria have been 
strictly warned by the government after their de- 
monstration against England and the new commis- 
sion. Hassan Rifat Pasha, assistant. to Egypt’s 
Secretary of Interior, convoked all Arab leaders 
who fled to Egypt from Palestine and warned 
them to stop their anti-Jewish agitation or be de- 
ported from the country. An even more import- 


ant symptom is the fact that a similar warning 
against anti-Jewish agitation was issued in Cairo 
by Sheikh Mustapha al Maragi, head of the Al 
Azhar university which is looked up to as the spir- 
itual center of the entire Arab and Moslem world. 
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The Arabic speaking countries are beginning to 
look at their situation and at their aims more re- 
alistically. The governments as well as public 
opinion in these countries are beginning to realize 
that active anti-British policies are bound to lead 
them to an abyss considering the present internal 
and international alignment. To the extent that 
political realism triumphs, Pan Arabic adventures 
will be looked at askance and there will be less 
readiness to help destructive Arab elements in 
Palestine which were previously aided by Italy 
and which are now assisted by Nazi agencies, ac- 
cording to Riphat Pasha of the Egyptian Depart- 
ment of Interior. 

All of these factors serve to create a more 
peaceful atmosphere for the investigations of the 
Partition Commission. If other, at present un- 
known, factors will not intervene to harm Jewish 
national interests in Palestine and, what is most im- 
portant, if a way will be found out of the present 
war-laden international situation, then we have 
grounds to hope that the new commission will pre- 
sent the government with a practical plan of par- 
tition which will fundamentally be acceptable to 


-the Zionist world. 


JERSEY CITY "PATRIOTS" 
N° MORE shabby exhibition of the confusion 


of Jewish America has taken place than the 
unhappy expulsion of Rabbi Benjamin Plotkin’s 
congregation from the Jersey City Jewish Center 
because of the Rabbi’s outspoken opposition to 
Mayor Frank Hague. The Rabbi, presumably, 
is a “red’’; his receipt of a letter from the danger- 
ous Roger Baldwin is ample evidence of Plotkin’s 
Moscow allegiance. Directors of the Center 
have not hesitated in denouncing Rabbi Plotkin. 
One director is a (Hague) juvenile court judge. 
Another a (Hague) Board of Education member. 
Another the former commander of the Jewish 
War Veterans. Moreover, the Committee of 
Hudson County Benevolent Association (which 
claims a membership of 1,800 Jews) ironically 
points out that the ‘Jewish people of Jersey City 
have always been law-abiding . . . patriots . . . and 
the function of rabbis is to preach Judaism and 
Americanism and not to inject radical politics into 
sermons.” Despite President Roosevelt’s buck- 
passing assurance, Hague is not a “local issue.” 
Jews, in particular, should realize that their future 
in America is bound up with democracy no matter 
how imperfect that democracy may be. The 
price of Jews’ liberty in America is eternal vigi- 
lance. Playing ball with Hague, who sanctifies 
suppression of civil liberties in the name of 
“Americanism,” is treason both to Americanism 
and Judaism. 
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WE FIGHT HAGUE 


ERSEY CITY has virtually gone Fascist. As 
far as it has been able to, it has seceded from 
the United States. 

Local Fascists refer to the city limits as its 
“borders.” If you come here to defend liberty 
and democracy, they will call you “invader.” As 
likely as not, they will seize you and ‘“‘deport” you. 
They have done that to residents too. 

By now, the whole country knows that this is 
true. 

Liberty is almost dead here. 

People do not speak here as others do. If they 
speak, they speak in whispers. Many do not 
speak at all. They are afraid. 

They are afraid to go to meetings, unless they 
know that no “politics” will be discussed. Of 
course, the “right” kind of politics is another 
matter. In that case, it will be very wise to go. 

People are afraid, scared out of their wits. 

And no wonder. Would you like to be beaten, 
or threatened, or arrested, or defamed, or have 
your taxes suddenly raised? Only “‘queer’’ people 
will show courage in these circumstances. 

Intimidation and brutality are effective weapons 
in the hands of the rebel regime in this city. A 
threat of rubber hose is being held over the heads 
of our citizens at this very moment. 

Do the people of Jersey City understand what 
has happened to them? Do they resent it? The 
anwser is not easy. 

A veteran newspaper writer estimated the other 
day that seventy per cent of the city’s population 
supported my congregation, Emanu-E], in its pre- 
sent struggle for the right to continue as an expon- 
ent of socialized religion. The average man in 
this city possibly understands the gigantic conspir- 
acy against him represented by the vicious system 

‘built up here. At the same time, he says and does 
astoundingly little about it. 

I have lived in Jersey City for eight years. 
Previously for a number of years I lived in a com- 
munity next-door. Conditions similar to those 
that at this time are being condemned from one 
end of the country to the other, have existed 
throughout all these years and more. Yet I fail 
to recollect a single instance during all my years 
of contact with this city of even one clergyman of 
any denomination speaking ‘out, no matter how 
timidly, against the appalling civic situation. Of 
course, such a thing may have happened, but I do 
not remember any, and I have been a fairly care- 
ful observer. One member of the cloth did come 


forward some months ago, and very courageously, 
but he is not in the active ministry, being at the 
head of a local charity. Another has recently 
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come forward most nobly, but his church is in 
Bayonne, not in Jersey City. I have unfortunate- 
ly been practically the only minister of religion in 
this city who has dared to criticize publicly the 
wrong, the injustice and the cruelty rampant here. 

There is opposition here to the Mayor and his 
administration. There is no doubt about that. 
But little of it has come to actual expression in any 
form, and it has been poorly organized. So far 
results have been only moderately encouraging. 

What of the Jews? 

Is their attitude appreciably different? 

The answer is, “No.” - 

As far as I can see, Germany has taught Jersey 
City Jewry very little — especially the Jewish 
“leaders” of Jersey City. 

“Mayor Hague is a good man, and a friend of 
the Jews,” said such a Jewish “leader,” a Hague 
job-holder, whose principal duty is to try to hold 
the “Jewish vote” for the Mayor, to a representa- 
tive of the Jewish press the other day. “What we 
need in this country is a hundred Mayor Hagues.”’ 
This man, incidentally, was one of the most active 
of the group seeking to oust my congregation 
from its present quarters. 

“Everything is allright in Jersey City,” said an- 
other Jewish “leader” a few days later, as he was 
being congratulated on the new job the Mayor 
threw him. That job made everything look very 
good to him. 

“Mayor Hague is a great humanitarian,” 
orates another Jewish leader, who has one of the 
best jobs of all. This at a time when heads are 
being split open, and mobs are being deliberately 
organized to “greet” outstanding Americans who 
wish to speak to Jersey City people. 

Men like these play a dominant role in the Jew- 
ish community of Jersey City, the predominant 
role. Their cynicism is endless. Traitors to the 
best in America and their own Jewish tradition, 
they have thousands with them. Not because 
these thousands have faith in them, or in Mr. 
Hague, but for other reasons, which to them seem 
good enough. I have space for only a few of 
these “reasons.” 

First of all, Jews are wracked with fear, more 
so than the non-Jews, who have not shown much 
courage either. They fear economic ruin. They 
fear opposition may increase anti-Semitism. A 
few are even afraid of pogroms! 

One of the latter, also a would-be “leader,” 
back in the terrifying days of last December, when 
vast meetings were being organized in order to 
show the local citizenry and the nation how very 
“popular” the Mayor and his red-scare were, ap- 
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parently became so unnerved that he warned a 
Jewish meeting that a pogrom was around the cor- 
ner. He recounted his days as a child in a certain 
Russian city, and the story of men, with clubs and 
axes, pursuing and striking down Jews. The men 
and women who heard him, representing a special- 
ly intelligent group, laughed at him. But that 
man represents a definite group of the panic-strick- 
en, who have already given up the fight! 


Large numbers of Jews, on the other hand, are 
not worried at all. They simply refuse to observe 
and think at all. They see no danger whatsoever 
in the situation. The city administration is quite 
“allright,” but even if it were not, talking about it 
will only make things worse, especially for the 
Jews. Keep silent, and suffer, if you suffer, is 
their advice. 


There you are. “Leaders” who profit by the 
system, Jews that are spineless and scared, Jews 
whose mentality is below the juvenile, Jews who 
take the easy path, who don’t want to break away 
from “‘the boys,” from “society.” 


When you appeal to such Jews, or try to teach 
them, they turn on you. They have a hundred 
“arguments.” 

You are a “trouble-maker.” You are playing 
“politics.” You are a “pink.” You are a “red.” 
You are a “Communist.” Anything goes except 
the truth. 


I must mention the “religious’’ argument, which 
is simply “devastating,” and successful among cer- 
tain groups. Why should a rabbi talk about 
“these things,’ anyhow? Who ever heard of 
such a thing? Why should a congregation uphold 
the hands of such a rabbi? What have “these 
things” to do with a rabbi, a congregation, reli- 
gion, Judaism? Why should not all Jews be 
“nice” like ourselves, and keep away from “such 
things?” ? Why not go back to the real business of 
religion and teach people real religion—to come 
and daven and believe in God? 

Some months ago I pointed out to such a one, 
who only a few days ago joined in signing a public 
statement issued by the Jewish Community Center 
of this city “justifying” the attempted ouster of 
my congregation, that the Bible was my authority, 
sanctioning our labor in behalf of justice. 

“Well,” he said, “we have to be modern.” 

“But the Bible is most modern, in these matters 
at least,” I retorted. 

“Then chuck the Bible,’’ he said. 

Such are the fears and the rationalizations and 
the treacheries of many of our Jews. Similar con- 
ditions exist among our neighbors. Almost no 
one of any prominence will stand up and speak the 
truth. 

Is the situation hopeless? No. 

As against all the sordidness that exists here, 
there is at least one beautiful things that gives us 
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hope: the attitude of a fairly large and influential 
part of our youth. 

They are disgusted with conditions in their city, 
they see no hope for themselves in it, unless things 
change. And they are determined to change 
them. Catholic, Protestant and Jewish young 
people are willing to make heavy sacrifices to ef- 
fect this change. 

Another reason for hope is, paradoxically, the 
increasing tension and the increasing violence. 
What seems almost a miracle in this community 
has just happened as I write, and has happened, at 
least in part, as a result of this new ominousness 
of events. 

Twenty Protestant ministers of Jersey City, in- 
cluding some of the most prominent, fearing, as 
they state, violence and bloodshed in this city, 
have just issued a public appeal, printed in the 
local press, directed to both sides in the present 
controversy over liberty in Jersey City, urging the 
observance of the law. Whatever we may think 
about their exhortation to the defenders of liberty 
in this city, we must rejoice that finally ministers 
have come forward publicly to caution the city ad- 
ministration against illegal suppression of civil 
liberties. Their suggestion that a “Hyde Park” 
be created in Jersey City is commentary enough. 

Another miracle has happened! A notorious 
female red-baiter, who recently has been attacking 
Bishop McConnell, Dr. Harry F. Ward and the 
whole Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America as “red,” has just been given an indig- 
nant answer at a meeting of the local League of 
Women Voters in the Y.W.C.A. Unable to face 
the music, she quit the meeting in confusion. 

Such things have not happened in Jersey City in 
a good long while. From every indication, they 
will happen more often from now on. 

We feel more hopeful too, because of the inter- 
est aroused throughout the land in our city’s 
plight, and the willingness of important men to 
come to our assistance. 


Of one thing, I am sure. Should the present: 


regime begin noticeably to weaken, hundreds will 
be happy to desert it. It is simply too much. 
Many of the Jews in Jersey City, like many of 
their Christian fellow citizens, do not understand 
the dangers which beset democracy, or if they do, 
they feel that safety lies not in resistance, Jew to- 
gether with non-Jew, but in submission. Some are 
in active collusion with the system. However, 
voiceless thousands have not been heard from, in- 
cluding the Jewish working masses. I have a feel- 
ing that they understand. And I know that hun- 
dreds of intelligent young Jews have learned 
something, understand that Jewish safety lies with 
the victory of democratic forces. And then there 
is my own congregation. America and the Jewry 
of America must watch Jersey City, for our city 
is a warning of things that may come. 
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Discontent In Germany 


— MY visit to Germany last fall I had 
assumed that on the whole the German 
people were content with the Nazi regime. My 
stay in Germany, however brief, was long enough 
to convince me that this assumption was. false. 
Not only the Jews, but foreign newspaper corres- 
pondents, American officials, Christian friends of 
long standing, and also the man on the street 
made me aware of the widespread discontent. 
This attitude reflects dissatisfaction touching the 
deepest human needs. 

Consider the subject of food. Man does not 
live by bread alone; nevertheless, he needs bread 
in order to live. The only bread available was 
made of a brown pasty substance, containing a 
small percentage of wheat, with the balance con- 
sisting of substitutes neither palatable nor nour- 
ishing. Even of this unsatisfactory bread there 
was not enough. At various times it was rationed 
and could be secured only through bread cards. 

Butter was scarce and very expensive. There 
were months during the past winter when no but- 
ter was seen on German tables. An American 
newspaperman enlightened me about the ineffect- 
iveness of the sugar which I put in my coffee. He 
had analyzed the lumps chemically and learned 
that they contained only part sugar; the balance 
consisted of a substance which gave weight and 
bulk without sweetness. His housekeeper had 
noted the necessity for purchasing twice as much 
sugar as in the past. The price, however, remain- 
ed the same. This obviously was a form of infla- 
tion. I learned that other foodstuffs, especially 
meats and fats, were high in price and relatively 
poor in quality. I do not mean to imply that the 
German people are starving. So far as I know, 
there is no starvation, but I do mean to say that 
after five years of the Nazi rule the most neces- 
sary foods are poor, scarce and expensive, and 
this has led to widespread grumbling and com- 
plaining. 

The clothing in Gerniany is poor in quality and 
ugly in appearance. The clothes do not hold their 
shape and the people look ludicrous after a rain. 
Partly this is due to the use of substitutes for 
wool, cotton and silk, since the strained German 
economy does not permit of imports except for 
armaments and similar urgent needs. Partly it is 
owing to the elimination of the Jews from the tex- 
tile and clothing industries. As a result, foreign 
clothes, even inexpensive, mediocre garments, are 
in great demand and are considered the ultimate 
in fashion and style. 

The Government has sponsored many new 
splendid housing projects as part of its program 
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of public works for the unemployed. I learned, 
however, that because of the heavy taxation re- 
quired by the armaments program, the rents are 
considerably higher than in 1933. Except in spe- 
cial groups, decidedly a minority of the popula- 
tion, there had been no corresponding increase in 
income. Thus after rents have been paid, the 
Germans have less with which to buy the unsatis- 
factory food and clothing than before Hitler came 
to power. 

Tourists also are victimized by this situation. 
During a seven month’s trip abroad last year I 
visited fifteen countries and found Germany the 
most expensive of all for the tourist. The mini- 
mum rate for a room at my small, inferior, 
gloomy hotel in Berlin was $3.20 a day. It was 
rarely possible to purchase a good meal, even in 
an ordinary restaurant, for less than a dollar. 
The visitor comes and goes, but the German 
people are confronted daily with the painful dis- 


parity between their incomes and the cost of 


living. 

I am not an economist and cannot give expert 
reasons for these economic difficulties. Neverthe- 
less, certain fundamental causes seem to be ob- 
vious. The elimination of the Jews definitely dis- 
rupted the German economy. The resulting anti- 
Nazi boycott, while not effective in changing Hit- 
ler’s policies, certainly has crippled the German 
export trade. An even more fundamental explan- 
ation in my opinion is the. armaments program. 
The raw materials which might normally be man- 
ufactured into articles for export are now needed 
in Germany for military preparations. Since the 
German economy normally depends on exports, it 
is therefore functioning unprofitably. The money 
required for domestic needs can be secured only 
through heavy taxation, only by keeping profits 
and wages low, only by sacrificing the require- 
ments of peace for the requirements of war. 

Another explanation not so generally appreci- 
ated in America is the throttling of German busi- 
ness. In a general way Americans have accepted 
the Marxian interpretation of Fascism as the last 
desperate stand of a decadent capitalism. They 
have assumed that the powerful German industri- 
alists raised Hitler to power and have used him 
for their own purposes. I question the correct- 
ness of this interpretation of Hitler’s ascendancy. 
I believe that not only in Germany, but through- 
out the western world and also in Palestine, 
nationalism, not economic interests, is the domin- 
ant factor in politics. 

However, regardless of which explanation is 
correct, the fact is that the Nazi regime has so 
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thoroughly dominated business as to make it one 
of the most discontented elements in Germany. 
Because of the dislocated economy and because of 
the tremendous military needs, the Government 
has found it necessary to exercise a complete con- 
trol over production and distribution, over ex- 
ports and imports. Raw materials are rationed 
as in a state of war. Everything must be account- 
ed for. The smallest merchant must fill out thou- 
sands of reports during the course of a year and 
is subject to severe punishment for neglect or fal- 
sification. A multiplicity of annoying restrictions 
is imposed on business. Theoretically profits are 
limited to six per cent but actually, after special 
taxes and contributions have been paid, the aver- 
age businessman is quite content with a one or two 
per cent return on his investment. 

I also found considerable resentment against 
the Government because of its attacks on religion. 
When I was in Germany in the summer of 1933, I 
saw how the professing Christians for the most 
part approved and thanked God for Hitler. 
They were grateful to him for extirpating the 
Communist menace. They believed he would 
keep his promise to promote a positive Christian- 
ity in Germany. It is especially interesting, if sad- 
dening, to read the addresses by the clergymen 
who have since been imprisoned by the Nazis. 
One would think, after reading Martin Niemoel- 
ler’s exultant address delivered the Sunday after 
the burning of the Reichstag, that Jesus Christ, 
himself, had returned to earth in the person of the 
Fuehrer. 

It is dificult to understand how these clergymen 
could have overlooked and condoned the record 
of Nazi ruthlessness and chicanery. -It is difficult 
to understand the mental gymnastics by which the 
Nazi program of violence was reconciled with the 
Christian doctrine of love. Nevertheless, the fact 
is that the overwhelming majority of the profes- 
sing Christians willingly pledged their allegiance 
to the new leader and genuinely believed that a 
new era for Christianity had dawned in Germany. 

A new era had dawned, but it was not at all like 
that which they were expecting. For immediately 
upon achieving power, the Nazis set out to des- 
troy the influence of the churches. With Cathol- 
ics their tactic was to discredit the Church and its 
functionaries so that the younger generation of 
Catholics would come completely under Nazi in- 
fluence. As for the Protestant churches which 
composed the majority of the population, they 
were not to be destroyed but Nazi-fied. The 
churches would be permitted to survive and their 
ministers to preach only if they were prepared to 
prostitute their functions to the service of the 
state. Those who refused were to be annihilated. 

This program was carried through with typical 
Nazi thoroughness and relentlessness. The per- 
secution of the church in Germany has been sec- 
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ond in ruthlessness and effectiveness only to that 
of Soviet Russia. As a result the devout Chris- 
tians, definitely a minority of the population, are 
bitter and indignant. They believe that they have 
been betrayed. That is why wherever the dissi- 
dent clergymen preach, the churches are filled. 
There is a growing readiness for martyrdom 
which probably means that the church will not be 
destroyed in Germany, even though Christians 
may have to return to the catacombs to save it. 

I heard increasing criticism on the part of intel- 
lectuals against restrictions of freedom and cultur- 
al regimentation. I hasten to add that this discon- 
tent did not appear among the masses, at least so 
far as I could see. But intelligent Germans now 
laugh at the Nazi controlled press. They don’t 
believe what they read in it. They are cynical 
about the misinformation it spreads. One man 
told me that the average German believes that the 
Europa is the largest steamship in the world, for 
that is the impression which the Nazi press has 
given. 

There is much resentment against the arro- 
gance and corruption of Nazi officials. Most of 
them are young men, intolerant and inexperienc- 
ed, who were catapulted into power through a 
sudden political overturn. They are conceited, 
they abuse their power, they capitalize on their 
important positions, they give elaborate, extrava- 
gant, wasteful parties. After one such party, a 
thoughtful German said to a prominent American, 
“Only a bankrupt nation would do such a thing.” 

Most Germans are unhappy about the Gestapo. 
They say that although it may have been neces- 
sary during the transitional period, it is now sup- 
erfluous. Many innocent people live in daily ter- 
ror of the secret police. I met a woman who was 
visited by them at night and taken to the town jail 
for no other reason than that her daughter had 
married an Englishman. She is now a changed 
person. She is constantly haunted by this terror. 

Above all, the German people fear the war 
which they now grimly believe is inevitable. I 
was in Berlin during the week of rehearsals for 
air raids. Within five minutes of the first shriek 
of the siren not a person was to be seen, not a 
vehicle was moving in the streets. Everyone ran 
immediately to the cellars which had been marked 
for a week in advance. I saw the city completely 
black at night, every street light dark, heavy 
shades preventing a ray of light emerging through 
windows, black blinkers on automobile headlights, 
so that no light or life could be seen from above. 
It was weird, grim, and tremendously efficient. I 
realized as I talked with the people that they 
obeyed the commands so readily, less because 
they were afraid of their rulers than because they 
were afraid of war. It is the opinion of even the 
most thoughtful people that Germany is surround- 
ed by enemies who are getting ready to attack her. 
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It is likely that in the next war the Germans will 
again be willing in “self-defense” to invade an- 
other country. 

The most popular proverb in Germany is: 
“More enemies, more honor.”” The average Ger- 
man believes that his country is friendless in a hos- 
tile world. That is why so much enthusiasm was 
displayed over Mussolini’s visit, even though 
there is little genuine faith in his fidelity. As I 
listened to the Germans on the street as they were 
watching the erection of the decorations for Mus- 
solini’s visit, I felt that there was almost a pathetic 
quality about this forced enthusiasm for a faith- 
less friend. 

I was amazed at how openly the people ex- 
pressed their discontent. On scores of occasions I 
overheard on the streets very uncomplimentary 
remarks about the regime. One Sunday morning 
in Dahlem, a bourgeois suburb of Berlin, there 
was a public demonstration against the Govern- 
ment. Ostensibly it was concerned with the reli- 
gious question, but one could see that the religious 
issue was but the channel for expressing many 
other forms of discontent. 

Sometimes acts of omission are more significant 
than acts of commission. One evening in a 
motion picture house in Berlin I saw the news reel 
of the great party demonstration in Nurenberg. 
Although I abhor everything for which it stood, I 
must confess that this display was the most magni- 
ficent and the most stirring that I have ever seen. 
And yet there wasn’t even the faintest suggestion 
of applause from the audience in the theater. 
The same gloomy silence prevailed when Hitler 
came on the screen. Not even when he shrieked 
a denunciation of Jews and Bolshevism, not even 
when he thundered his demand for the return of 
German colonies, not even when he shouted about 
the greatness of the new Germany, was there the 
slightest response. 

From the looks on the faces of people and from 
the comments I overheard, I came to the conclu- 
sion that the people were rather weary of the 
Nazis and were cynical about their promises. 
Perhaps even more significant than the lack of ap- 
plause in the theatre has been the failure to hold 
elections to workers’ councils and factories in over 
a year. It seems that the Nazis are no longer cer- 
tain of the support of the workers. 


There is no question in my mind that the mass 
of Germans are worse off than in 1933 and are 
quite unhappy about it. On the other hand, it is 
necessary to add that there are substantial elem- 
ents of the population which are now in better cir- 
cumstances. All those who are connected with the 
armaments industry and its sources of materials 
have certainly been benefitted by Nazi militarism. 
Those businessmen, doctors, lawyers, workers, 
who have directly profited from the elimination of 
the Jews and other victims of Nazi persecution 
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are probably better off. The Nazi henchmen who 
have been raised to office are certainly happier 
than before. The young people who were unem- 
ployed and desperate are now better off for hav- 
ing something to do, even though it pays little and 
may ultimately lead to their own destruction. 
Certainly Nazi party members and storm troop- 
ers are happier because of the new powers which 
they enjoy. 

It is also necessary to add that even among 
those who are profoundly discontented on other 
grounds, there is a feeling of gratitude to Hitler 
for his positive achievements. They believe that 
Hitler saved Germany from Bolshevism, that he 
destroyed the Treaty of Versailles, that he creat- 
ed a united Germany and made it strong and self- 
respecting, that he has eliminated economic chaos 
and unemployment. For all these achievements 
they respect him. 

There is something more than respect in the 
German attitude toward Hitler. There is a mys- 
tic quality of reverence, even worship. None of 
the ugly criticisms of the other Nazi officials 
touch him. The Germans, despite their discon- 
tent, still have implicit faith in his integrity and in 
his devotion to their welfare. The Germans like 
him, too, because they are accustomed to the auto- 
cratic rule of a strong man. They believe that 
only such leadership stands between Germany and 
chaos. I am inclined to believe that although in 
a free and secret election today the Nazis would 
be defeated, Hitler would be re-elected as leader 
by an overwhelming majority. 

Even if this were not true, even if the discon- 
tent could be organized politically and directed 
against Hitler, it would be impotent, for the gov- 
ernment maintains absolute control of every in- 
strument of force and propaganda. There is no 
way by which opposition can be effectively organ- 
ized or spread. The underground movement is 
politically insignificant. Even if it should grow, it 
could do little because the government has the 
weapons with which to destroy its enemies. 

These weapons include not only the Gestapo 
and the storm troops but also the army. Only 
wishful thinking has led some foreign observers to 
the conclusion that there are differences between 
Hitler and the army. The military people are 
completely loyal to him, even though occasionally 
some may differ with him about specific policies. 
Why should they not be loyal? He has complete- 
ly militarized Germany and has placed its people 
and its resources at their command. If Hitler 
should die tomorrow, there would be no Commu- 
nist revolution, no return of democracy, not even 
chaos. The army, supported by the Nazi Party, 
would immediately take control of the situation 
and would put its second favorite, Goering, in 
command. 
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The essence of my report is that behind the 
stentorian demands of Hitler, the dramatically 
successful foreign ventures, the flag waving and 
the shouting, lies the ugly reality of widespread 
discontent in Germany. The people for the most 
part are deeply, grimly unhappy. But they are 
not ready or able to do anything about it. This 
offers little cheer to Jews and other lovers of 
peace and democracy. Nevertheless, there is 


The Jews of Central Europe 


BvERY NATION is morally compelled to 
face the bitter truth. This article is written 
not with the intent of bewailing our plight but in 
order to arrive at a factual calculation of the 
status of six million Jews in Central and Eastern 
Europe and of the prospects that exist in the lands 
of immigration. 

We will begin our reckoning with those coun- 
tries in which the Jews had reached the peak of 
their development and where they now tumble at 
break-neck speed into a bottomless abyss. Over 
half a million Jews of central Europe are now in 
the grip of a ruthless inquisition; 300,000 in Ger- 
many and 200,000 in Austria. The liquidation of 
Jewish commercial concerns in Germany is now 
proceeding at a more rapid pace than it did even 
during the most difficult months of 1934 and 
1935. At that time the Jewish as well as the 
world press was full of reports concerning the 
shameless robberies perpetrated by the ‘‘saviors” 
of the German nation. Now the process of paup- 
erization has become a chronic ailment. Every- 
one, with practically no exceptions, is preparing 
for flight. As recently as one year ago German 
Jewish leaders were seriously considering the es- 
tablishment of homes for the aged to house 250,- 
000 Jews. According to their calculations about 
100,000 of the younger and more adaptable Jews 
would leave the country in the next five years and 
only the old and those no longer fit for work 
would remain. They then believed that the old, 
the decrepit and the widows would be allowed to 
end their days in the exile of Hitler land. But 
now they too have changed their minds. They 
now realize that the departure of the younger 
ones increases the terror of the old people at the 
prospect of remaining in the hell which Germany 
has become for them and that these too are ready 
to grasp the wanderer’s staff in order to escape 
the fate of remaining alone in Germany. 

Thus proceeds the liquidation of a section of 
Jewry which for 150 years has enriched the Jew- 
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some comfort in the evidence that dictatorship 
does not promote the welfare of a nation. Not 
only does it destroy freedom, crush individuality, 
prostitute patriotism, but it also impoverishes a 
people, leaves them friendless in a hostile world 
and robs them of peace and happiness. The word 
used to describe the blackout for the air raids is 
symbolic of what has happened in Germany— 
Verdunklung. I hope with all my heart that the 
German people will soon again see the light. 
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ish people and the whole world with hundreds of 
scholars and scientists. The 150,000 German 
Jews who have scattered throughout the world 
are spiritually crushed and will not soon recover. 
The 40,000 Jews who have settled in Palestine 
will probably enrich the Jewish community there; 
but the 110,000 others who fled to various lands 
are merely looking for a place of refuge where 
they can hide without attracting attention. Only 
one hope fills the heart of the German Jewish 
refugee who has found a domicile—to find room 
for those dear to him who still remain in Ger- 
many. 

Such is the end of German Jewry which was the 
richest and most prosperous from an economic as 
well as from a spiritual viewpoint. 

But the debacle of German Jewry is as nothing 
when compared to the calamity which has over- 
taken the Jews of Austria. The measure of des- 
truction which was achieved in Germany in two 
years has been accomplished in Austria in two 
weeks. In proportion to the population there 
were more Jewish shops pillaged in Austria in two 
weeks than there were in Germany in two years. 
More Jewish doctors, dentists, lawyers, engineers 
and architects were expelled from their positions 
in Austria in one month than were affected in Ger- 
many in three years. The number of Jewish of- 
ficials in Austria was negligible and altogether 
they numbered no more than 156 in government 
and municipal positions. 

Austrian Jewry suffered from a severe econ- 
omic dislocation even before the annexation of the 
country by Hitler. Sixty thousand out of Vienna’s 
170,000 Jews—over one third—were dependent 
on relief. Among the needy who appealed for 
aid there were Jews who only a few years before 
themselves contributed considerable sums to the 
Jewish charitable institutions. Even before Hit- 
ler seized Austria the majority of the Jewish law- 
yers were unemployed and the number of Jewish 
bank employees decreased from 10,000 to 1,200 
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over a period of ten years; the nationalization of 
the banks transformed the Jewish employees into 
paupers and unemployed. A similar fate awaited 
the Jewish employees of the insurance concerns. 
The bankruptcy of the insurance company “‘Phoe- 
nix’’ and its absorption by the government reduc- 
ed 500 Jewish families to poverty. The plight of 
the Jewish “intelligentsia” of Vienna even before 
the advent of Hitler is impossible to describe. 

In 1933 tens of thousand of Jews found refuge 
in the neighboring countries. Even Poland and 
Rumania gave temporary refuge to thousands of 
German Jewish refugees and even though they 
soon left these countries they found momentary 
rest in these lands. Today the situation is differ- 
ent. The gates of all the countries are locked 
fast. All boundaries are carefully guarded and 
only a handful succeed in escaping. During the 
first years of the Nazi regime emigrants were al- 
lowed to take along enough money to tide them 
over a few months. Today the pockets of those 
leaving Germany are carefully searched. If one 
does succeed in escaping, he emerges penniless with 
not a nickel to pay the porter at the station. 


* * * 


Hungary, Austria’s neighbor, harbors 430,000 
Jews. Events which transpire in Austria cast 
their shadows on Hungary. We have heard 
much of the nightly raids in search of foreign 
Jews during which hundreds of people, 95% of 
whom are Hungarian citizens, are roused from 
their beds. Much has alsa. been written of the 
ceaseless attacks of the anti-Semitic Hungarian 
students during recent years. But very few 
people are acquainted with the systematic and 
thoroughgoing efforts made to expel Hungarian 
Jews from their economic positions. The Hun- 
garian parliament is now considering a bill to limit 
Jewish participation in economic life to 20%. In 
sponsoring this bill the government aims to steal 
the thunder of the fascist and anti-Semitic parties 
and to gain the support of the masses which are 
sympathetic to fascism. The Hungarian govern- 
ment considers this attitude as ‘‘favorable’’ to the 
Jews; it is convinced that it ‘“‘saves” the Jews 
from the still greater dangers which are threat- 
ened by the coming of the fascists into power. 

The situation in Hungary is very similar to that 
in Rumania. The Jews fulfill such an important 
role in the national economic life that their sudden 
removal would create an economic catastrophe 
similar to that which occurred in Rumania during 
the administration of Goga and Cuza. 

It is true that only 35% of the total trade of 
Hungary is in the hands of Jews but in some 
branches of commerce the percentage is much 
higher. Eighty-two per cent of the wholesale 
trade in wood and coal is in the hands of the 
Jews; 73% of the marketing of farm produce is 
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in Jewish hands; 88% of the food products trade, 
71% of the book and stationery stores and 79% 
of the textile trade is also handled by Jews. They 
are also prominent in industry and represent 68% 
of the garment production, 66% of the textile 
manufacture, 67% of the paper production, 44% 
of the chemical industry and 37% of the metal 
industry. 

Jews are also heavily represented in the pro- 
fessions and they constitute 54% of the medical 
calling, 49% in law, 31% of the editors and jour- 
nalists and 25% of the scientific and literary men. 

But the figures cited above apply only to private 
trade and industry. We get an entirely different 
picture in the government owned sources of em- 
ployment. The share of the Jews in government 
positions amounts to no more than 114%; Jewish 
judges and state attorneys make up but 1% of the 
total; 3% of the professors are Jews and only 
16% of the doctors employed in government in- 
stitutions are Jewish. These figures are taken 
from the census of 1931. During the past seven 
years most of the remaining Jews in government 
employment have been discharged. The figures 
of Jewish participation in economic life therefore 
apply only to private enterprise. The Hungar- 
ians have not yet mastered trade and industry suf- 
ficiently—like the Germans—to be able to rid 
themselves of the Jews at once. Such a move 
would endanger the economic structure of the 
country. Such is the argument of the government 
when it prepares to liquidate the Jews gradually, 
over a period of a few years, until the Hungarians 
are capable of operating the Jewish commercial 
enterprises as well as of seizing them. 

At first glance it may appear that limitation of 
Jews to 20% is not such a calamity since they com- 
prise only 5% of the total population and even in 
Budapest, where 200,000 Jews are concentrated, 
they make up no more than 20% of the inhabit- 
ants. It is also a fact that the number of Jews in 
Hungary is decreasing. Before the war there 
were 470,000 Jews living in the area of present- 
day Hungary and today there are only 430,000. 
The death rate among the Jews is much higher 
than the birth rate and there is additional loss 
through emigration. But if we consider the posi- 
tion of Hungarian Jewry from a more realistic 
point of view we will readily realize the terrible 
consequences which a limitation to 20% will en- 
tail. When the government will begin to apply 
this economic “plan” it will not consider the fact 
that Jews occupy only 1% of the positions in 
transportation, the judiciary and civil service and 
that their share ought to be increased, if not to 
twenty at least to five per cent. The new law 
aims only at taking away but not at giving. This 
is the measure of justice to the Jew, but we must 
admit that in this age of Hitler even such a law 
is relatively just. 
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One thing is clear: Hungarian Jewry is faced 
with a great catastrophe and it is only due to the 
more dramatic tragedy of Germany and Austria 
that we do not hear more about it. I suspect, 
however, that before long we will be compelled to 
listen to the anguished cry from Hungary. The 
political developments in this country are pro- 
gressing at an accelerating pace. The fascist and 
anti-Semitic tide is constantly gaining in momen- 
tum and the proximity of Nazi Germany is bound 
to exert a fatal influence on events in Hungary. 

Hungarian Jewry which always avoided contact 
with the Jews of other countries and which was 
never represented in world Jewish conclaves may 
soon have to ask for aid from world Jewry. 
Heretofore they were estranged from their 
people and looked upon themselves as Hungar- 
ians of the ‘Mosaic persuasion,” now they will be 
compelled to reunite with the living and bleeding 
body of the Jewish nation. 

(Note: Before this article was finished the 
news arrived that the Hungarian government 
adopted the limitation bill. Our fears in this res- 
pect came true. In practice it means that the Jews 
will be removed from all non-Jewish and govern- 
ment establishments but Jewish concerns will be 
allowed to employ their co-religionists only to a 
maximum of 20%. 

Among the Jews of Hungary there are 67,000 
laborers and 52,000 officials. These are people 
without means who face starvation immediately 
after they are discharged. Out of 2,800 Jewish 
doctors, only 1,600 will be allowed to practice 
their profession; of 2,700 lawyers only 1,100 will 
be permitted to continue their practice of law; 
only 300 out of the 500 Jewish editors and jour- 
nalists will be allowed to continue their work. 
The same holds true for Jewish musicians and 
actors. Altogether nearly 6,000 Jewish families, 
which gained their livelihood in the professions, 
will be left without any income. When we add to 
these the assistants and office workers that were 
employed by the profesionals we may conclude 
that about 25,000 Jews will be affected by the new 
decree. Still more tragic is the fate of those em- 
ployed in commerce and industry. Nearly half of 
the 52,000 Jews engaged in these callings will re- 
main without employment and the decree will thus 
affect between 60 and 70 thousand persons. 
Somewhat more favorable are the prospects for 
the Jews in heavy industry where they number not 
more than 7%, but the situation is very critical in 
the smaller Jewish shops some which have Jewish 
employees only. It will thus be an “optimistic” 
estimate to say that about 150,000 Hungarian 
Jews will be affected by the new decree and will be 


faced with ruin. ) 
* ok Ok 


The fate of the 360,000 Jews living in Czecho- 
slovakia is probably the most tragic of all despite 
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the fact that they live in the midst of a civilized 
and democratic nation which is fighting the en- 
croachment of Hitlerism and that they enjoy 
equal rights. Nearly 100,000 Jews live in dis- 
tricts which are overwhelmingly German; 100,- 
000 live in districts with a Hungarian or Slovak 
majority; another 100,000 live in the midst 
of an Ukrainian or Hungarian majority and only 
about 60,000 Jews live in territory inhabited by 
Czechs. During the past century the Jews of 
these districts thrice changed their political orient- 
ation. At first they were Austro-German patriots 
and aided the German majority to assimilate the 
subject peoples. After the Austro-Germans and 
Hungarians arrived at an understanding and some 
of the minorities came under the sway of the Hun- 
garians, the Jews became Hungarian patriots. 
The third change occurred when the Czechs be- 
came the dominant element and the Jews became 
Czech patriots. Even while they lived in districts 
inhabited by Germans, Ukrainians or Slovaks, the 
Jews sent their children to the Czech schools. 
During election periods the Jews allied themselves 
with the Czechs and aided them to attain major- 
ities which they never could have obtained without 
the assistance of the Jews. It became axiomatic 
for the Jews to side with the stronger force. 
Why? Because the weakest must always depend 
on the strongest and is forced to lend its small aid. 
From a historical perspective such a policy is un- 
wise and charged with dangers but it is part of 
human nature not to look into the future. People 
want to live and to enjoy life and when the strong- 
er seeks the aid of a weak group in order to dom- 
inate other minority groups the weaker one will 
grasp the extended hand of friendship. The Jews 
paid dearly for this policy but they continued to 
ignore the lesson of history. 

A great danger threatens Czechoslovakia. 
The exodus has already begun. At this moment 
the immigrants of recent date who settled in the 
country are leaving it; but every letter that comes 
out of Czechoslovakia voices a great terror of 
what is about to come. If Hitler’s plan to parti- 
tion Czechoslovakia, which was formulated in the 
Voelkischer Beobachter, is carried out, then 
the Jews will find themselves in a position much 
worse than that of the Jews in Germany. The 
Germans, Slovaks, Poles and Hungarians that 
will be detached from Czechoslovakia will take 
revenge upon the Jews for having supported the 
Czechs. Even if Czechoslovakia is to remain an 
undivided state it is evident that all its national 
minorities will obtain a wide measure of auton- 
omy and the Jews will fall under their sway. 
Sooner or later the Jews will thus be faced with 
persecution and economic annihilation at the 
hands of the national minorities. 

The terror which has seized Czechoslovakian 
Jewry—until recently the happiest Jewish com- 
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munity in central Europe—shows that they in- 
stinctively sense the approaching calamity. The 
democratic “‘paradise” island in the heart of Eur- 
ope is about to vanish and with its disappearance 
the last ray of light for the Jews of central Eur- 
ope will be extinguished. 


T THE recent national convention of the 

Communist Party of the U. S. a draft of a 
new constitution for the Communists was offered 
and accepted. The innovations of the new consti- 
tution had been made public in advance. Earl 
Browder, general secretary and “high priest’’ pro 
tem. of the Communist Party, announced the sa- 
lient features of the new document at the latest ses- 
sion of the Central Committee. No significant 
changes were made in the final draft. The new 
constitution would not have been drawn up with- 
out the consent of the higher Bolshevist author- 
ities and in this case “‘consent’’ virtually implies a 
command. 

What then are the new revelations which the 
American Communist party is ready to bestow 
upon an expectant people? 

The clause dealing with qualifications for mem- 
bership is startling. We are informed that “any 
person ...”’ (worker or no worker as long as he 
lives in the country and is a citizen or has declared 
his willingness to become one) “regardless of 
race, sex, color, religious belief or nationality” is 
entitled to join the brotherhood of Stalinite re- 
deemers. Religious beliefs no longer seem to con- 
stitute a barrier to joining the party. A Commv- 
nist may thus be an atheist or an agnostic, a Prot- 
estant or a Catholic and, if he so desires, he may 
even be an adherent of the Rabbi of Kotsk. We 
do not know just when the Communists embraced 
this far going liberalism toward religious beliefs. 
According to the classical Bolshevik attitude in 
this matter one had to be something of a heretic 
before he could be considered a faithful Commu- 
nist adherent. It is therefore difficult to predict 
what the American Communists will do with the 
slogan which announced to all that “religion is 
opium for the people.”’ It is also hard to foretell 
to what extent the American Communists’ relig- 
ious tolerance will take root in Russia. We have 
not heard of any change of heart on the part of 
the Communist party in Russia in this respect and 
we may therefore be justified in assuming that the 
Third International still considers freedom of 
conscience as an article to be exported to foreign, 
capitalist lands. A Communist’s attitude toward 





Are The Communists Repenting? 
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This is the condition of the Jews in the central 
European countries. It is a situation which offers 
no hopes or favorable prospects for the near fut- 
ure. The 1,500,000 Jews who live in these lands 
now have but one way out of the dilemma: emig- 
ration. The question is—where? 
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religion may thus for the time being assume the 
protective coloration of the environment. 

But the most outstanding feature of the new 
constitution is its unqualified indorsement of the 
principle of democracy. Upon entering the Com- 
munist party the new member will have to pledge 
his wholehearted obligation to serve the interests 
of democracy. He will have to declare: “I 
pledge firm loyalty to the best interests of the 
working class and full devotion to all progressive 
movements of the people. I pledge to work ac- 
tively for the preservation and extension of dem- 
ocracy and peace.” In order to rule out any pos- 
sible shade of a doubt that the Communist party 
means business and that it refers to present day 
capitalist democracy, the latest constitution 
further declares: ““The Communist party of the 
U. S. A. upholds the democratic achievements of 
the American people. It opposes with all its 
power any clique, group, circle, faction or party 
which conspires or acts to subvert, undermine, 
weaken or overthrow any or all institutions of 
American democracy whereby the majority of the 
American people have obtained power to deter- 
mine their own destiny in any degree.” 

“The Communist party of the U. S. A., stand- 
ing unqualifiedly for the right of the majority to 
direct the destinies of our country, will fight with 
all its strength against any and every effort, whe- 
ther it comes from abroad or from within, to im- 
pose upon our people the arbitrary will of any 
selfish minority, group or party or clique or con- 
spiracy.” 

The Communist party thus recognizes present 
day democratic institutions as instruments for the 
upbuilding of Socialism and renounces all at- 
tempts to solve the social and economic problems 
of the working class by revolutionary action or 
through the establishment of a dictatorship. The 
new constitution transforms the Communist party 
into a Social Democratic party. 

We are willing to believe that the new constitu- 
tion is really meant for the membership and for 
the large masses of people whom the Communists 
would like to organize in their ranks .. . and not 
to avoid difficulties with the law. The Commu- 
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nist party is today illegal in a number of states be- 
cause it is considered “un-American” and opposed 
to the constitution of the U. S. Certain political 
circles would even like to see a Federal law en- 
acted which would outlaw the Communist Party 
because it “does not recognize the democratic in- 
stitutions and the constitutional foundation of our 
government and it engages in conspirative activi- 
ties.” (The danger of such a law may under cer- 
tain circumstances easily become a threat to other 
groups as well.) The Communists thus have rea- 
son to fear repressions in the future and it may 
well be that their new constitution is preparing a 
legal basis for defense against accusations, especi- 
ally in time of war. 


We do not wish to suspect the Communists of 
possessing an additional oral constitution which 
tells “the real truth”. We are willing to take 
their word for it that the proposed pledge is not 
just a temporary political maneuver. During the 
past few years the Communist International 
shouted from the house tops the threat of Fascism 
to the existence of democracy. This policy was 
understandable and to some extent even justified 
in the struggle against Fascism, although we feel 
convinced that the Communists were more con- 
cerned with the defeat of Fascism than with the 
triumph of democracy. It is the aim of the new 
constitution to impress the world with the fact 
that the Communists have changed not only their 
tactics, but their principles, political ideology and 
world outlook as well. We therefore value the 
stress on loyalty to democracy contained in the 
pledge for new members. But in making this 
pledge, does not a Communist cease to be a revolu- 
tionary Socialist and become a—reformist, and 
one dangerously close to “‘social fascism’’ at that? 


Is the Communist Party repenting its past? 


It once recognized the right of the minority, of 
the “vanguard of the proletariat’ (cf. Lenin and 
Stalin) to impose its creative socialist will upon 
the majority of the people. Does it believe other- 
wise today? 

The Communist Party once sanctioned armed 
uprisings against capitalist governments (cf. 
Lenin and Stalin); today it is ready to fight 
against any clique, party or conspiracy which at- 
tempts to overthrow the present capitalist democ- 
racy. 


The Communist Party once recognized the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat; today it believes in 
constitutional parliamentary procedure and in the 
will of the majority of the people. 


Naturally, an individual as well as a party has 
a right to change his principles as well as his 
methods. As a matter of fact, repentant sinners 
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rank even higher than saints. But penitents must 
honestly declare that they regret their actions of 
the past. More than that, they sometimes must 
ask forgiveness of the world instead of strutting 
around as if their past were blameless. Commu- 
nists owe a few explanations before we can trust 
their honesty. 

Do they believe that the anti-democratic polli- 
cies which they have practiced in Russia for nearly 
twenty years have been erroneous and a crime 
against Socialism? 

Do they admit today that the democratic insti- 
tutions which were established in Russia in 1917 
(the Constituent Assembly which they convened 
and which mirrored the wishes of the majority of 
the people) and which were fundamentally more 
democratic than present day American institutions 
of democracy should have been defended and 
cherished instead of being crushed? 


Do they regret the uprising in Bavaria against 
the Weimar constitution, and the uprising in Hun- 
gary against the newly established democratic 
regime which arose at the end of the war? 


Do they regret the struggle which they conduct- 
ed for many years against the German Social 
Democracy, and German democracy in general, a 
struggle which objectively contributed so much to 
Hitler’s rise to power ? 

Do they regret their purposeful splitting of the 
world labor movement and the civil war which 
they introduced into Socialist ranks? (The split 
occurred on just these grounds: democracy or dic- 
tatorship, evolution or revolution, the rights of a 
proletarian aristocratic minority and the rights of 
“the majority of the people” which the Commu- 
nists now advocate for a capitalist country like 
the U. S.). 

If the Communists are sincere in their protesta- 
tions of love for democracy they must regret all 
of these events and they have to express this clear- 
ly. If they are honest about the pledge which 
they now propose, then they are no longer a Lenin- 
ist nor a Stalinist party. Then what have they to 
do with Moscow and the Third International 
which was founded with the aim of exposing the 
“swindle of bourgeois democracy”? Why don’t 
they apply for membership in the Socialist Inter- 
national which certainly could not object to any of 
the clauses of their new constitution ? 


Are these questions naive? Maybe. But thou- 
sands, and possibly millions of people, will ask 
these naive questions and the Communist Party 
may well take the time to answer them clearly and 
in unqualified terms if they do not want to hear 
the accusation that their new party constitution is 
merely camouflage. 
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An Englishman Looks Us Over 


ND HOW do the British feel about their 

Palestine involvement? We know what the 
Jews think, and we have been receiving an all 
too adequate notion of Arab opinion on the ques- 
tion, but what are the sentiments of an English 
statesman when he meditates on Jewry and Zion? 
I am not referring to his official views; the melan- 
choly abundance of White Papers and reports 
presents a formal, if obscure, picture of British 
policy, but how does a cultivated Englishman, in 
a position to judge, react to his country’s Zion- 
ist venture in his unofficial moments? Any one 
curious as to the answer should read ‘““The Mem- 
oirs” of Sir Ronald Storrs, military Governor of 
Jerusalem after Allenby’s victory, and later Civil 
Governor. 


Sir Ronald Storrs apparently combines most of 
the traditional virtues of an upperclass English- 
man with a bewildering assortment of less custom- 
ary ones. He is not only one of Great Britain’s 


most distinguished colonial administrators. He is ~ 


also a superb scholar, a writer of grace and wit, 
a musician of talent—in short, a gentleman of 
parts. He can speak Arabic, Hebrew and Greek 
fluently (Latin, French, German and Italian may 
be taken for granted). When he goes on a diplo- 
matic mission to an oriental chieftain, his eye is 
as sensitive to the architectural design of his host’s 
dwelling, to the coloring and texture of the 
tapestries, and to the design of the pottery, as 
his ear is attuned to the political implications of 
every spoken and unspoken word. When on the 
verge of collapse in the burning Arabian desert, he 
hangs on to his camel, meanwhile desperately re- 
citing Horatian odes, themes of Bach fugues, 
Dante, Keats, and, of course, Shakespeare. The 
complete man, and to boot a “gentleman’’—the 
finest flowering of England’s ruling class—a per- 
son whose gifts do not become idiosyncracies, 
whose talents in no measure impair his exquisite 
balance, his perfect poise and power within his 
world. No zealot like Lawrence, no poet like 
Doughty, but fascinating for the very normal- 
ity which one senses at the core of his adven- 
tures. His long career in Egypt, Palestine and 
Cyprus have made him one of the foremost liv- 
ing authorities on the problems of the Near East. 
This practical experience, together with his back- 
ground and personal endowments, gives his views 
on Arabs, Jews and Zionism, an exceptional in- 
terest. 

A great many of the things Storrs has to say 
will find little favor with either Arab or Jew. In 
so far as that is possible he writes ‘“‘dispassionate- 
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ly”, guided by his intelligence and by his sense 
of “fair play’. It would be quite idle to embark 
on a refutation of much that is unpalatable or 
debatable in his observations. What is more im- 
portant is to take this oportunity to see our situa- 
tion mirrored in the mind of a Palestinian admin- 
istrator of Storrs’ calibre. We may not be pleased 
with the reflection, but we might as well know how 
we look to the third party of our enterprise. 

‘The tone of his comments may be gauged ac- 
curately enough from these sentences: ‘Being 
neither Jew, nor Arab, but English, I am not 
wholly for either but for both. Two hours of 
Arab grievances drive me into the synagogue, 
while after an intensive course of Zionist prop- 
aganda, I am prepared to embrace Islam”. Any 
one who has ever been subjected to a persistent 
recital of other peoples’ woes, will recognize the 
all-too-human realism of this reaction. It is pre- 
cisely this candor and lack of pretense which 
gives zest and significance to Storrs’ reminiscences. 
In another connection he writes, “a people can 
be at once bitterly wronged and yet withal so 
maddeningly tiresome as sometimes to annihilate 
surprise, though never regret for their sufferings.” 
This capacity “to annihilate surprise” he finds in 
Armenians as well as in some Jews, and it is 
quite beside the point to argue that the keener 
the wrong, the inevitably more vocal the lamenta- 
tions, and that the fact that both Armenians 
and Jews can manage to be “tiresome” in a big 
way, is no accident. The psychic protest of the 
listener is natural; as long as the “regret’’ remains 
in operation, little more can be expected of most 
mortals. 


Storrs had met practically no Jews, except a 
“charmingly mannered Rothschild’’, or his equi- 
valent, till his residence in Egypt as Oriental Sec- 
retary. There he became acquainted with the 
leading Sephardic Jews, whose friendship he en- 
joyed. Western Jews are a phenomenon that he 
did not encounter en masse before Palestine. That 
he preferred the suave, polished Sephardim to 
their brusquer European brethern is clear enough. 
In general, Storrs has the aesthete’s dislike for 
destroying a pattern. He insists on native costume 
for his servants. He is resentful of modernization 
which distorts the purity of an ancient style in 
dress or housing. And the Western Jew, one 
gathers, blends less mellowly with the landscape 
than the Oriental. His temperament is too vehe- 
ment; his voice too raucous. 

How determined Storrs was to preserve the 
visible harmony of the Holy Land may be judged 
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from some of his earliest ordinances as Military 
Governor. They are worth mentioning because 
they indicate the temper of the man nearly as well 
as his political decrees. To a request for a con- 
cession to run trams to Bethlehem and the Mount 
of Olives he replied that the first rail section 
would be laid over the dead body of the Military 
Governor. He at once issued an order forbidding 
the demolition, erection or alteration of any build- 
ing in or near Jerusalem without his written per- 
mission. He prohibited the use of stucco and cor- 
rugated iron within the ancient city because these 
materials would clash with the blue-gray or am- 
ber-yellow rock of its structure. To better pre- 
serve the artistic integrity of Jerusalem, he or- 
ganized the Pro-Jerusalem Society (consisting of 
all elements of the population), which prevented 
a great many esthetic outrages and restored the 
mediaeval ramparts of the city. All this in the 
midst of pressing problems of political and mili- 
tary administration. Even the naming of new 
streets was a matter for delicate weighing of 
fitness and sound. Names such as “Queen Meli- 
sande’s Way”, ““The Street of the Prophets” or 
“Water Melon Alley” date from Storrs’ regime. 

His attempt to raise the cultural level of the 
community as well as to promote social intercourse 
among Jews, Moslems and Christians had some 
entertaining results. He founded a Chess Club 
which held a tournament. The first four prizes 
were won by Jews, and the fifth by himself. He 
opened the Jerusalem School of Music. When he 
discovered that at least 3/4 of the professors and 
90% of the pupils were Jews, he warned the 
Christian and Moslem members of his Council 
that unless their proportionate enrollment as 
teachers and students increased he would turn 
over the school to the Jewish community. After 
six months, the school was handed over to the 
Jews with the provision that it be open to all, 
irrespective of creed or race. The Music School 
episode is a neat commentary on Jewish ‘“‘domina- 
tion”. 

Storrs has very definite views concerning Jew- 
ish virtues and failings. He appreciates, with some- 
reservations, the “unattainable mental correct- 
ness” of many Jews. He has a genuine under- 
standing of Jewish idealism and achievement in 
Palestine and he goes to some pains to lambast 
the British witticism about Palestine that “there 
must be money in it or the Jews would not be 
going there.” He has a more than verbal sympa- 
thy for thé whole concept of a Jewish Homeland, 
consequently his criticism has < kcener edge than 
if one felt him to be either hostile or indifferent. 

His chief complaint is that the Jews seemed to 
be chronically incapable of understanding the view 
point of the other fellow, be he British or Arab. 
From the first, the British administration incurred 





19 


a violently critical Zionist press. The officials 
were subjected to a constant barrage of accusa- 
tion and insult. It is not important for the present 
purpose to establish the probable justice of most 
of these attacks. What is worth nothing is the 
effect of the sallies. British officials apparently 
nursed a sense of wrong all the sharper for the 
silence which the British conventions of the diplo- 
matic service imposed upon them. They resented 
the Jewish view of them as stupid, ill-educated 
and anti-Zionist, or at any rate, pro-Arab. It is 
curious to see how some of the blackest characters 
in Zionist demonology cut quite a decent figure 
in the pages of so intelligent and, I believe, un- 
prejudiced, a recorder as Storrs. The notorious 
Sir Harry Lukes, the Shaw of the Shaw report 
of evil memory, appear not as villains but as much 
harrassed administrators. Of his own experience 
after the Easter riots in 1920, Storrs writes that 
he endured such a tempest of vituperation in the 
Palestine and world Hebrew press that “I am 
still unable to understand how I did not emerge 
from it an anti-semite for life.” According to 
Storrs, the British officials were honestly puzzled 
men, beset by the difficulties of the almost impos- 
sible task of maintaining their balance between the 
opposing claims and counter-claims of Arabs and 
Jews. Nor were their perplexities lessened by the 
vindictive lack of understanding they met from 
Jews. Storrs feels that the Jewish leaders practi- 
cally gloried in their want of tact and diplomatic 
savoir faire. Their cause was just and “they were 
not going to cringe to Sudan-trained officers who 
treated them like natives”. One must admit that 
there is more than a grain of truth in Storrs’ 
analysis of the prevalent Jewish psyche. The re- 
sult of this friction has been that when Storrs 
visited Palestine in 1931 he found the British 
Administration convinced “that in a future crisis, 
the Arabs might be their enemies, but the Jews 
certainly would be.” By no process of reasoning 
can such an outcome be considered anything but 
unfortunate. And one is tempted to wonder 
whether a little more sensitiveness to possible 
aftermaths might have been not craven compro- 
mise but just common sense. Obviously nothing 
was to be gained by the persistent alienation of 
the representatives of the Mandatory Power. 
Storrs’ review of the Arab case is the customary 
one. He points out the Arab fear of Jewish 
numerical dominance and the fact that economic 
advantages do not compensate for what the Arab 
chooses to consider political losses. Here again 
he strictures the Zionist’s failure to understand 
his adversary. In 1918 he had written in a private 
letter to Mark Sykes: ‘The Zionists are com- 
pletely informed upon every aspect of the problem 
save that of Palestine and the Palestinians. They 
do not know the language, nor will they employ 
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the Egyptian Jews who do know them; the con- 
sequence is that their frank intentions of policy 
alarm the present aborigines only less than their 
re-assurances.” Even to-day Storrs believes that 
the Sephardic Jews are a natural link between the 
European Jew and the Arab whose usefulness has 


not been properly exploited. 


What are his practical conclusions at the pres- 
ent moment after two years of terror and trag- 
edy? The Mandate should not be surrendered 
despite the findings of the Royal Commission and 
an attempt at a negotiated understanding should 
be continued. Jewish concessions for the main- 
tenance of the Mandate should be the introduc- 
tion of a Legislative Council, and a slower rate 
of immigration. 


Among minor suggestions he advises that young 
Jews be taught Arabic, and that a few British 
Jewish families of means should set up establish- 
ments in Jerusalem for the purpose of fostering 
social relations between British, Jewish and Arab 
oficialdom. Both these suggestions are on the 
face of them excellent. However, the major 
premise of a reduced immigration cannot be swal- 
lowed so easily. 


Obviously the crux of Storrs’ program is un- 
tenable from the Zionist point of view. Yet ap- 
parently Storrs believes in the validity of a Jewish 
Homeland. Nor can Zionists accept LloydGeorge’s 
criterion for a successful Colonial administrator. 
When Lloyd George met Storrs at the Peace Con- 
ference he informed him that both Jews and 
Arabs were complaining. Then Lloyd George ad- 
ded, “‘if either one side stops complaining, you'll 
be dismissed.” 


This may be cricket, but it is not justice. That 
Jews have much to learn in their relations with 
both the Arabs and the British is undeniable. But 
the fundamental premises of Zionism remain un- 
shaken despite the inadequacy of some Zionist 
methods or the tactlessness of some Zionist lead- 
ers. Justice to the lamb, as some one has already 
observed, is not the same as justice to the lion. 
Truth will not be found in an ounce by ounce 
counter-balancing of claims, even though such a 
process simplify the task of the arbiter. Much 
must be weighed that is either imponderable or 
too heavy for any scale—all that the Arabs have, 
and all that the Jews have’ not. If we throw in 
the agony of Jewish millions the balance tips and 
overflows a thousandfold. And how can any 
weighing leave it out? No administration, no 
matter how punctiliously “fair” to the indi- 
viduals before it, is just if it fails to take into ac- 
count its primary task of aiding in the creation 
of a Home for a homeless people. 
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or ’S DICTUM that good and evil “‘in 
the field of this world grow up together 
almost inseparably” might serve as an archaic 
expression of present-day Palestinian realities. 
Despite the political uncertainty and economic de- 
pression common to the whole world and peculiar- 
ly acute here, remarkable and fundamental prog- 
ress is being made in a number of very important 
fields. Indeed, as one studies the situation, one 
begins to see that to a very large extent it is the 
tragic difficulties that are directly responsible for 
the progress. Certainly that is so in the case of 
new settlement whose name has come to have al- 
most magic potency—Hanita. The relationship 
between Hanita and dangers and curtailments 
implicit in the plan for partitioning Palestine, is 
all too obvious: if not for the threatening possi- 
bility that an attempt may be made to exclude 
Galilee from the potential Jewish state, the inac- 
cessible, mountainous territory on the Syrian bor- 
der would seem one of the last places to be con- 
sidered for settlement at the present moment. But 
conditions of safety and economy are now out- 
weighed by the demands of political expediency, 
and so intensified colonization in Galilee—always 
an item for the future on the Zionist agenda—has 
been abruptly pushed into the present and become 
the occasion for an unparallelled demonstration 
of youthful heroism and vital strength. 

Zionist readers in all probability know the de- 
tailed story of the day that turned a steep, thorny 
hill a half mile from the nearest road, into a home 
for the eighty boys and ten girls selected from all 
the youth groups in the entire country: the thirty- 
seven trucks loaded with tents, tools, food, mate- 
rials for making the fence, that set out at dawn 
from Haifa Bay; the three hundred outsiders who 
came to help—seventy of them armed supernu- 
merary constables from the colonies in the Emek 
and in Galilee, a hundred of them workers from 
Haifa who were engaged to make a road con- 
necting the encampment on the hill with the out- 
side world and who refused—despite the fact that 
many of them had no regular employment—to be 
paid for the first day’s work; the difficulty with 
which the group’s temporary position on the hill 
was cleared and equipped—forty mules and scores 
of workers toiled up the almost impossible moun- 
tain, bringing up the tents, the water pipes to 
be connected with a nearby spring, the food and 
drinking water brought from Haifa. When a 
road is made up the mountain, the settlement’s 
permanent home is to be higher up, on the 
summit; on the first day, however, there were 
very vital arrangements to be made down be- 
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low—trenches to be dug, a fence to be erected, 
a projector for signalling purposes to be put up. 
By noon much of this was done and work on the 
road and pipe laying successfully proceeding. 
What happened at midnight is only too well 
known, the fierce hour-long attack from three 
sides at once that found every guard in his care- 
fully predetermined position and every one else 
absolutely cool and disciplined, but that resulted 
in the death of two of the young defenders. At 
dawn work on the pipe-line and the road within 
the encampment was resumed, and a few days 
later lettuce, onions and other seasonal vegetables 
had been planted in the fertile but altogether 
neglected soil, and a library was being arranged 
within one of those tents so constantly and fear- 
fully exposed to danger. All work is done under 
the protection of armed guards, and the ninety 
young people on the lonely hill are very conscious 
of their waiting for their turn to serve as watchers 
and, in general, arranging their lives as normally 
as possible—even to asking the Cultural Depart- 
ment of the Histadruth to send them regular lec- 
turers. ‘‘We feast in the open while it is still 
light and go to sleep at eight or nine because every 
hour of sleep without an attack is precious and the 
attack may come at any time. But it is good to be 
here,” writes a boy significantly named Fritz. 
Hanita for all its uniqueness is very much a link 
in a chain. On the one hand, it offers extraordi- 
nary testimony to the primacy of the Jewish con- 
nection with Palestine—its name, preserved 
throughout the centuries, is mentioned in the Tal- 
mud as that of a flourishing community in pre- 
cisely the same geographic situations, and among 
its thorns and stones and wild flowers, unmarked 
by traces of human existence, the workers on the 
first day found—lying casually about, as if undis- 
turbed by the presence of man, for surely seventeen 
hundred years—bits of stone carved with such 
characteristic symbols as the seven-branched Men- 
orah, and clearly remnants of a First or Second 
Century synagogue. On the other hand, Hanita 
is in reality the beginning of a new cycle of settle- 
ments in that northern region between Acre and 
Safed where only Nahariva, a large-scale agricul- 
tural enterprise privately financed by German set- 
tlers, preceded it and where it has already been 
joined by a second German colony settled by a 
group of families whose ancestors for centuries 
constituted one of the few Jewish agricultural com- 
munities in Germany. 1938 is thus to be the year 
of Galilee as 1937 was the year of the Beisan 
Valley settlement and, secondarily, of extension 
in southern Judaea and in the wild hills between 
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the Carmel Range and Samaria where the Amer- 
ican Shomer Hatzair group has established itself 
in a roadless and dangerous wilderness. In other 
words, the process of hasty consolidation of the 
Jewish position of which Hanita is the most strik- 
ing example, began not this year but last, and the 
swift, efficient setting up of a fortified encamp- 
ment on completely virgin soil in the course of a 
single day—as at Hanita—is the new type of col- 
onization worked out last year and applied at 
twenty-two different settlements. 

The story of what has happened to last year’s 
hastily created new colonies is one of the most 
encouraging chapters in Palestinian history. Nine 
of them were established in the desolate flat 
stretch of the Beisan Valley in order to occupy 
the lands there owned by the Jewish National 
Fund; their neighbors are Bedouins and their 
field-workers must still be protected by armed 
guards while their nights are often unquiet and 
the enemy has even had to be driven out from 
within the walled compound. For all that, Beth 
Joseph, which is just one year old, has found 
abundant water in its own soil, has planted 1,000 
dunam of wheat, 800 of barley and 35 of vege- 
tables, is already erecting fifteen houses for indi- 
vidual families and has just dedicated—charac- 
teristic modern Palestinian combination—a House 
of Culture and Defense. Nir-David has already 
reaped its first harvest-and built stalls and a 
chicken-run as well as permanent living quarters; 
the springs in the neighborhood have been ex- 
ploited to water the fields, and a pond is serving 
a unique purpose—carp for the local Palestinian 
market are being bred in it under the supervision 
of an expert with thirty-five years of experience 
in Germany behind him. Tirat-Zvi, the colony 
of orthodox working youth which withstood an 
attack by an armed band with particular heroism, 
is successfully cultivating a forty dunam orange 
grove and fields of vegetables. Ein-Geb on the 
eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee is concentrat- 
ing on training Jewish fishermen to exploit the 
fishing possibilities in the Sea and has sowed its 
first vegetables with a joy—as the colony’s own 
records put it—‘“‘because from now on_our soil will 
begin to produce at last.”’ 

What is most remarkable as well as most de- 
pressing about this entire settlement movement is 
the extremely limited funds with which it is being 
carried out. With pennies painstakingly collected 
throughout the world, the Jewish Agency must 
play the part of a colonizing power and drain 
swamps, make roads, dig for water, and give 
loans to farmers establishing themselves under 
pioneer conditions. Naturally there is never 


enough money and the cost in human suffering is 
great. 700,000 pounds must still be spent on the 
colonies established between 1932 and 1937: these 
received a minimum of national money and their 
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settlers financed themselves as much as possible 
through their savings and through hiring them- 
selves out as laborers while they worked on their 
own farms as well. Roads and buildings and 
machinery are necessary in last year’s twenty-two 
settlements—not only necessary but, in most cases, 
a matter of life and death. Hanita alone will 
have to cost 10,000 pounds. Land can be ac- 
quired now far more easily than at any time dur- 
ing a number of years, and the acquisition of land 
and settlement upon it are the key to the future of 
the national home. That pennies may go far to- 
ward deciding that future in the next few months 
is all too possible. 
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BOOKS. 


A HEBREW YEAR BOOK OF POLAND 


N THE stress and storm of political oppression, eco- 

nomic isolation and political degradation of Polish 
Jewry, we are apt to forget about the cultural life of this 
largest Jewish community in Europe. Yet in spite of its 
material poverty Polish Jewry manages to the utmost strain 
of its very limited resources to foster its cultural activities. 
It is a battle on several fronts,against the severe financial 
limitations as well as against the much stronger Polish 
culture which is steadily assuming more influence among 
the Jewish masses with the aid of the radio, the public 
schools, economic needs and the usual momentum of a 
majority culture. The trend in Poland is unmistakably in the 
direction of the linguistic Polonization of the Jews. The 
Jewish press in the Polish language is more prosperous 
than the Yiddish dailies. The Yiddish theatre is still 
much alive and definitely superior to its ‘‘wealthy’’ Amer- 
ican relative. The field of book production has suffered 
very much of late. The increase in Jewish sentiment simul- 
taneously with the rise in anti-Semitic agitation is insuffi- 
cient to offset this trend. In this struggle for retention 
of cultural positions the Hebrew language is in a weaker 
position than the Yiddish one. The Yiddish schools re- 
ceive more subsidies from abroad. The Hebrew reader is 
in most cases also a reader of Yiddish. Hebrew is still the 
luxury language from an economic point of view. In addi- 
tion, the Hebrew speaking group is happily constantly 
depleted through emigration to Palestine. Yet, in spite of 
these facts, Hebrew seems to be holding its own, although 
not to the same extent as in Lithuania. At the last census in 
1935 about a quarter of a million Jews declared Hebrew as 
their mother tongue. The almanac* under our present con- 
sideration is an example of the perseverance of the new 
generation of Hebrew writers. 

The Year Book is literary and learned in its composition. 
As in the American Hebrew namesake the poetry part is 
by far superior to the fiction contents. The difference is 
mainly in the age of the poets. They are much younger in 
Poland. There are also some new names represented by 
very meritorious poetry. 

Matithyahu Shoham, whose death because of its prema- 
turity was a blow to Hebrew poetry is represented by several 
poems in a tragic vein. His dramatic works are the sub- 
ject of a lengthy evaluation by Benzion Benshalom. Isaac 
Katzenelson’s poem “With Mendele in Odessa’ brings 
back literary memories of a past period. M. Lusternik’s 
poem “To the Soul of the Trees” on the occasion of the 
recent happening in Palestine is worthy of particular 
mention. N. Shtokhammer’s poem ‘What Have We Done 
To You?,” an inquiry to the peoples of the earth on the 
causes of their hatred of the Jews, resembles a medieval 
selichah in its pathos. His other poem “Before the 
Throne of the Lord” is of equal merit. J. Rosenzweig and 
A. D, Werbner offset the seriousness by singing about more 
mundane affairs such as flowers, the night and mother. A 
short story by N. Mifelew describes the tragic plight of a 
Zionist veteran in a small town in Galicia who is doomed 
to spend there his last years in misery, while his former 
wealthy assimilationist antagonists are able to tour and set- 
tle in Palestine. S$. D. Bunin’s childhood memories of a 
trip to America and subsequent deportation is an interest- 
ing sketch. 

The learned contents in the Year Book are of more than 
local Polish interest. Israel Ostersetzer discusses the spirit 








* Sepher Ha-Shanah Li-Yehudei Polania (The Year Book of Polish Jewry) 
Vol. I 5698, 1937-1938 edited by Benzion Benshalom, Zechariah Silberpfenig, 
and Zevi Pfefer, Krakow, published by the Association of Hebrew 
Miflat, 1937, 396 p. 
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of the Jewish law. The continuing influence of the late 
Dr. Osias Thon is expressed in the dedicatory brief article 
following the preface and in Benzion Rapaport’s essay on 
Thon’s concepts of Jewish nationalism which is a real 
contribution to this field. Menahem Stein writes about the 
national and universal elements in the philosophy of Judah 
Halevi. Shabatai Rapoport contributes a challenging psy- 
choanalytical study of the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of 
Hassidism. Zvi Pfefer describes the battle of the “Militant 
Haskalah” against Hassidism during its early period. 
Philip Friedman discusses “Galician Jewry during the Revo- 
lution of 1848.” Aryeh Tartakower’s study of demo- 
graphic trends in Polish Jewry brings to the reader a sad 
picture of numerical decline due to low marriage and birth 
rate, with the economic plight as the major cause in this 
development. The book review section is of an excellent 
calibre and deals mainly with ideological problems. 

The publication of a book of this type in these difficult 
times is one of the indications that Polish Jewry is retaining 
its place as the main factor in the preservation of Hebrew 
culture in the diaspora. 


THE HISTADRUT 
A LABOR COMMONWEALTH IN THE MAKING, by 
Abraham Revusky. 98 pp. 35c. 


HE HISTADRUT is in many respects a most unusual 

phenomenon. The largest democratically constituted 
labor organization in the world, relative to the size of the 
local population, it performs an unparalleled variety of 
functions, influencing every phase of communal existence, 
placing its mark upon every national and social enterprise. 
Its dominant role in the colonization of Palestine and its 
commanding position in the internal affairs of the Yishuv 
render it an object of internal interest to all Zionists, 
whether of the “labor” persuasion or not; while all, Jews 
and non-Jews, concerned with problems of social recon- 
struction, cannot fail to be impressed by the unique achieve- 
ments of ‘“‘one of the most important social laboratories in 
contemporary history.” 

This booklet is the first attempt to provide a ‘clear and 
concise description of the ideals, functions, and coloniza- 
tion methods of the Histadrut’’ in English, and should 
therefore find a warm welcome in many circles. Mr. 
Revusky has capably fulfilled his promise, his account being 
both “clear and concise,” written in a simple, straight- 
forward language which carefully avoids the propagandistic 
fodder that so often mars Zionist publications. Without 
attempting to be exhaustive, he has managed to touch 
upon almost every aspect of the ideology, the history and 
the operation of the Histadrut. His description of the 
colonization work, the varied types of labor settlements 
and co-operatives, the cultural and educational activities 
which transpire under its far-spread wings amply illumi- 
nates the source of its uniqueness: “It aims to restore a 
deserted country to a scattered people, to regenerate a root- 
less youth by a life of work, and to recast it, in the furnace 
of the homeland, into a powerful and enlightened working 
class,” as he writes. National and social aims are united 
under its aegis and it may justly be singled out as ‘‘one of 
those exceptional labor organizations which are more inter- 
ested in the future than in the present.” 

Unfortunately, the limited scope of the booklet obliged 
the author to leave unanswered many questions that he 
inevitably raised. Why has the Histadrut been unsuccess- 
ful in organizing Arab workers? What has been its ex- 
perience and its approach in this vital field, and what 
program, if any, has it developed for the future? Is there 
any independent Arab labor movement? We learn that 
the only functioning Arab-Jewish union includes 489 
Jewish members (and how many Arabs?). The half- 
dozen pages devoted to the Histadrut policy toward Arab 
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labor are vitiated by this one disappointing bit of informa- 
tion. The subject deserves a more critical presentation 
than Mr. Revusky has seen fit to accord it. 

The distinctions between the political groups co-operat- 
ing through the Histadrut, and their relations with that 
body, the position of the Communists and the Revisionists 
(it is misleading to imply that the agreement to share work 
with Revisionist workers was wholly a product of Hista- 
drut benevolence), relations with the organized Jewish 
curriculum of the labor schools, political activities, wages, 
housing conditions, the special problems of urban and 
rural workers, these are some of the matters touched upon 
that require fuller discussion if the role and aim of the 
Histadrut are to be expounded to interested but uninformed, 
or misinformed, Americans. Mr. Revusky has written an 
excellent introduction to his subject. It is to be hoped 
that he will expand his work so that it will do full justice 
to its sub-title, ““A Labor Commonwealth in the Making.” 
We can use an English counterpart to Walter Preuss’s Die 
Judische Arbeiterbevegung in Palaestina, and Mr. Revusky 
has shown that he is the man for the job. 


JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG. 


CAMP KINDERWELT 


N JULY Ist a group of several hundred Jewish boys 

and girls, mostly of greater New York, will leave 
the dusty city streets for Camp Kinderwelt, the summer 
home for children, organized and maintained by the Jewish 
National Workers’ Alliance at Highland Mills, N. Y. It 
will be the 13th season of this unique insitution conducted 
in a Jewish national spirit, furthering the physical and 
Spiritual development of the campers, who are from 7 to 
16 years of age. 

If it can be said, using the words of Prof. E. K. Tietwell, 
that it is the business of every educator-parent, teacher or 
camp director to arrange the living conditions of his pupils 
so that there shal] be the most favorable opportunity to 
practice the qualities of the “good life’’ with results satisfy- 
ing to all concerned—then we may repeat that it was the 
aim of the founders of Camp Kinderwelt to do the same 
for the Jewish child by providing such conditions in 
Kinderwelt. We look upon our Camp as an ideal school 
for the Jewish child, where health, play, arts and crafts, 
sports, etc., are combined in an intelligent Jewish atmos- 
phere, devoted care and comradeship. 


The outstanding feature of Kinderwelt is the fact that 
the language of the camp is Yiddish. This alone creates 
an atmosphere of conscious Jewishness and leads towards 
an understanding for many other cultural activities, which 
are also conducted in Yiddish or Hebrew, as: singing, 
dramatics, talks on Jewish and social problems, Jewish 
studies, a camp magazine, camp fires, Sabbath celebrations, 
holiday programs, concerts, etc. This problem of con- 
ducting the camp in Yiddish is not very easy to solve, 
having in mind the fact that the home language of many 
children is not Yiddish. It is much easier with children 
who attend our Folk School in the City, but even those 
who are not used to Yiddish get accustomed to the fact 
and acquire little by little the ability to express themselves 
in Yiddish. Of much greater importance is the content 
of our educational work in Camp. This will be well 
illustrated by our weekly projects corresponding to the 
weeks of active camp life. Each project expresses a central 
idea which should be conveyed to the campers by all pos- 
sible and available educational means at our disposal. For 
the coming season of 1938 we plan the following progrem: 

1. ae is the home for the persecuted people of the 

world. 

2. The great Hebrew writers of our time. 

3. Palestine is being built and defended by Jewish Labor. 
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4. War—the curse of humanity. 

5. Socialism as the salvation of humanity. 

6. The life and influence of I. L. Peretz. 

7. Organized Jewry in U. S. A. 

8. Through the Jewish Folk School—to the people. 

Each weekly project will be taught in the classes which 
are attended by each camper and arranged according to 
age and Jewish knowledge outside of the classes, which 
have only one session daily. The same ideas will be in- 
corporated in the other recreational activities conducted in 
camp as: singing, dramatics, dancing and painting. In 
this manner we bring home many concrete ideas based 
on information and supported by impressions received in 
camp during the summer months leading to a better un- 
derstanding of our Jewish problems of today. 

It is hoped that parents, who choose carefully the camp 
for their child, will appreciate the outlined program of 
educational activities and find in it the answer to the ques- 
tion: what shall I do with my child the next summer? 

A. MAYEROWITZ. 


NE daadididssishdbllse 


Songs the Chalutzim Sing 


Folk Songs 
of the 
New Palestine 


An edition for voice and piano composed by the 
pioneers. Edited and annotated by Dr. Hans Nathan 
and arranged by a group of eminent Jewish composers, 
including several of the leading musical personalities 
of our time: Leon Algazi, Aaron Copland, Paul Dessau, 
Max Ettinger, Arthur Honegger, Frederick Jacobi, 
Darius —Milhaud, Menashe Rabbinovitz, Lazare Sam- 
insky, Erich Walter Sternberg, Ernst Toch, Kurt Weill 
and Stefan Wolpe with English translations by Harry 
H, Fein. 


The aim of this enterprise is to make available the 
best and most representative songs of Palestine, to 
all Jews interested in the culture of their own people; 
to all lovers of folk songs; to all students of folklore; to 
concert artists. 
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The thirty songs will be issued in twelve separate 
folders, amply and attractively prepared. Each will 
contain two or more songs, arranged for voice with 
piano accompaniment, annotations, Hebrew text, and 
English translations. 


They will be published at monthly intervals (exclud- 
ing summer period) over a period of eighteen months. 


Subscription for the entire seriez.................... $3.00 





Price Per Folder 40 
Send check or money order to 
HECHALUTZ 
275 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Cooks Falls, N. Y. 
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Railroad Station 
Roscoe, N. Y. 
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The Month In Palestine 








HE LATEST miracle of upbuilding in the land of 

daily miracles is Shavei Zion, newest of Jewish settle- 
ments in the North. Eretz Israel has already become accus- 
tomed to witnessing whole colonies put up between dawn 
and dusk of a single day. But this colony, established as 
it was within a scant nine hours, beat even that record. 
However, the speed of its erection is only a minor factor 
in its pre-eminence. Shavei Zion has become of interest 
to all Jews for a more vital reason. For Shavei Zion, which 
literally means Returners to Zion, affords the first example 
of an entire middle-class Jewish community transplanted 
into Palestine as a unit. Salvaging whatever they could 
from their native town in Bavaria, the thirty-five Jewish 
families of Rexingen straggled away from Hitler's Hell 
in small groups. Finally, they all found themselves re- 
united again in Palestine. But significantly, instead of 
seeking their fortunes separately, these Bavarian Jews de- 
cided to cast their lot together in a newer form of living— 
a cooperative. At agriculture they were no novices, their 
parents having engaged in that occupation in Bavaria for 
many years in the past. Hence, the Jewish National Fund 
at once agreed to allot them 670 dunam of land along 
the Mediterranean shore on which to settle and reintegrate 
their lives. No sooner were they granted their new 
ground than they were hard at work. The early morning 
hours of April 13 saw them and their friends plying plane 
and saw, manipulating chisel and hammer. With these 
instruments and a zeal palpable on every face, they rapidly 
put together their huts, constructed a refectory and kitchen, 
screwed together the pipe system of four water pumps, 
reared up a watchtower and fenced in their village with 
a stockade. Their feat was accomplished as if by magic. 
At two o'clock in the afternoon Shavei Zion jutted up in 
the landscape. Their work was, however, only just begun. 
The next morning these “‘returners to Zion” proceeded to 
intrench themselves still further in Zion. After a hasty 
breakfast, snatched while the rising sun shimmered over 
the sea, the Jewish settlers from Bavaria pitched into agri- 
cultural work. They laid out plots for their fruit orchards, 
began to till the soil for their vegetable patches, and 
started to build barns and coops in praparation for the 
atrival of their cows and chickens. 

Less than seven days after these transplanted settlers 
occupied their new homes, other settlements also came 
into —. Shavei Zion is but the first of three new 
colonies founded in the past six weeks. Both Bet Yeho- 
shua and Sdeh Warburg also attest to the yishuv’s (Jewish 
community) unflagging creative energy. The kibbutz Akiba 
built Bet Yehoshua, thus at last realizing its dream of 
settling on the land. For several years members of this 
communal labor unit had been hiring themselves out for 
seasonal jobs to the orange growers of Petah Tikva. But 
that means of eking out their livelihood they regarded as 
only temporary. Impatiently they awaited the moment 
when their communal savings would enable them to 
occupy 1,300 dunam of Jewish National Fund land given 
them at Bet Yehoshua. They had this place already 
under plow, but had not yet got together enough money 
for implements and materials. At last, on April 19, their 
great day came. That afternoon they built their dwelling 
at Bet Yehoshua. While the girls stuffed sand into the 
sandbags to reinforce strategic points along the stockade, 
the men made houses, barns, soll pore Sh By nightfall their 
new colony stood cag gee ready for occupancy. Almost 
as rapid in its rise in mid-May was Sdeh Warburg, the 
third of the recent settlements, To this new home in Emek 
Hefer forty families of German origin rushed fully as 








® by Daniel Fineman 


joyfully as those Bavarian settlers went out to Shavei Zion. 

Of course not all of the daily doings in Palestine are as 

s lar as colony building. But many of the more hum- 

events are nonetheless quite exciting. The activities 
of the Palestine Land Development Company, for example, 
or of Nir, though less dramatic than the founding of 
Shavei Zion, in the long run are even more important. 
The Land Development Company's job is to acquire 
acreage for the Jews—a far from easy task. For buying 
land has turned out to be a slow and torturous process. 
In addition to paying prices inflated out of all proportion 
to actual real values, Jews must also somehow surmount 
the obstacle of terrorist propaganda. The opponents of 
Zionism even go so far as to threaten death to any Arab 
landlord who desires to dispose of his unused ground to 
Jews. Yet, notwithstanding all difficulties, the Palestine 
Land Development Company managed, during the fiscal 
year 1937-8, to purchase some 36,000 dunam in various 
parts of the country. Since then, moreover, the Develop- 
ment Company also acquired 9,000 dunam in the Negev 
district, thereby making the total Jewish area in that region 
reach 50,000 dunam. Nir operates in an entirely different 
sphere. This company, incorporated under the auspices 
of the Histadrut, acts as financing agency for the i 
out of public works programs in Jewish settlements ~ 
cities. In the past twelve months its working capital of 
$2,500,000 has built hundreds of houses, bored numerous 
wells and laid down a network of roadways throughout 
Palestine. As these activities attest, Nir is a going con- 
cern. Recently it declared a five per cent dividend on its 
preferred stock. 

Fair returns on an investment, especially a communal 
one of benefit to the land as a whole, suggests prosperity. 
But when groups which cannot resist the temptation of 
making “big money” boost their profits at the expense of 
the population, that is quite another matter and one which 
the yishuv will not tolerate, as citizens of Tel Aviv 
recently demonstrated. A few weeks ago the price of all 
meat sold in that city was suddenly jacked up by a mon- 
= group. Through “pull” with the government the 
“beef-trust’” had managed to corner all the permits to 
import livestock into Palestine. (Steers on the hoof, like 
Jews, enter Eretz Israel only by “certificate” and within 
the limitations of a “schedule”.) Hence, when on April 
14, beef men foisted their new price on Tel Aviv, they felt 
confident that they held the whip hand. What could ~ 
vent them from sitting back and raking in fat profits? 
Soon, however, the amazed monopolists discovered that 
the Tel Aviv public was too intelligent to take it in the 
neck. In response to an appeal by their Municipal Coun- 
cil, the entire city conducted a consumers’ strike. For 
several days Tel Aviv em masse turned vegetarian: they 
refused to buy any meat whatsoever at the prohibitive price 
imposed by the now discomfited big fmen. is 
totally unexpected consumers’ rebellion had its intended 
effect. Public pressure compelled meat profiteers to submit 
to arbitration and constrained the government to cancel 
the balance of import permits issued to the monopolists. 

Even more momentous than the fight against the “beef 
trust’ proved this year’s culmination of the perennial strug- 
gle against the Arab-employing clique of Jewish owners 
of vineyards and orange-groves. For many years these 
“gentlemen farmers” have consistently employed cheap, 
unorganized Arab labor in preference to organized Jewish 
workers. But last year for the first time, owners of many 
vineyards in Rehovot and Rishon Lezion, prodded by the 
Histadrut’s Contracting Bureau, were finally induced to 
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take on Jewish harvesters to pluck the grapes. And now 
gentlemen farmers on 1,500 dunam in Gedera, Rehovot, 
Petah Tikva, Kfar Saba, Hedera and Hadar—acres from 
which they had hitherto banned all Histadrut workers— 
likewise broke their boycott of Jewish union labor. 


This increased hiring of Jewish field workers, though . 


somewhat alleviating the unemployment situation, has by 
no means eliminated it. Other methods of combatting 
unemployment are likewise on foot. Thus the conserva- 
tive bloc in the Tel Aviv Municipal Council has recently 
been made to line up with laborites in order to swing into 
action against the “recession”. —Two weeks ago, Tel Aviv 
city authorities cut unemployment by 50% through launch- 
ing several road construction projects which absorbed over 
1,000 workers. In addition, the all-Jewish city allocated 
a large sum for immediate relief to the jobless. Other 
factors, too, have helped to partially clear the clouded eco- 
nomic skies. Private construction work in Tel Aviv is pick- 
ing up again. What small influx of capital and manpower 
the niggardly immigration schedule permits to trickle into 
Palestine has produced a slight industrial boom. And 
citriculture—the backbone of Eretz Israel’s export trade— 
yielded a bumper crop this season. By the end of March, 
stevedores had stowed no less than 11,500,000 cases of 
oranges in the holds of refrigerated freighters bound for 


JEwIsH FRONTIER 


The run of constant work in Palestine is, appropriately, 
interspersed with days of festivity. One of the most 
colortal of these yishuv celebrations occurred on the First 
of May. On that day work came to a halt and a holiday 
mood prevailed in every colony, cooperative and town in 
Eretz Israel. Group-singing, hora-dancing, athletic events 
and sportsmanship displays were the order of the day. In 
Tel Aviv the entire city came out in full force for the gala 
occasion. In order to participate in the official ceremonies, 
vast crowds streamed in tens of thousands towards the 
stadium. There they enthusiastically hailed the workers’ 
parade as it strode by, ten thousand strong, with its 
marchers grouped into their thirty crafts. In Haifa the 
celebrations took a turn even more stirring. Into the 
open air theatre bedecked with flags came not only Jewish 
workers but also 160 of their Arab comrades. Class-con- 
scious Jews and Arabs thus sat side by side, conversing 
together and listening attentively to their spokesmen and 
singers in Arabic and Hebrew. And at the very moment 
that in Haifa, Arab and Jewish workers actively demon- 
strated their desire for intérsemitic entente, yet another 
significant May Day mass meeting was taking place in 
Jerusalem. In the crowded Edison theatre in that town 
the entire audience rose with one accord to salute the mem- 
ory of those who had laid down their lives on the unending 
front against Fascism—the patriots in China, the loyalists 
in Spain, and the Jews and Arabs murdered by Fascist- 


European markets. 


fostered terrorists in Eretz Israel. 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 








YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFER- 
ENCE—The young people’s chapters 
of Greater New York will hold their 
second annual conference on Sunday, 
June 12 at the Half Moon Hotel in 
Coney Island. The main theme for 
discussion will be “The Basis of the 
United Jewish Youth.” The confer- 
ence sessions will take place between 
1:00 and 6:00 p.m. and will be fol- 
lowed by a dance and social in the 
evening. Mr. Leon Kronish, Chair- 
man of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, announces that preparations are 
in full progress. Among the leaders 
of the round-table discussions will be 
Mr. Meyer Bass, Mr. Leon Kronish, 
Miss Lillie Rubee and Mr. Rubin 
Victor. 


BRONX COUNCIL will hold its 
final open forum of the season on Sat- 
urday night, June 11 with Rabbi Ed- 
ward L. Israel, Chairman of our 
National Council, as the guest speaker. 
An interesting program of song and 
entertainment is also being prepared. 
Dr. H. Grushkin will preside. 


BROOKLYN CHAPTER sponsor- 
ed a musicale, the proceeds of which 
were contributed toward the Organi- 
zation Fund. Miss Olga Paul delight- 
ed a very receptive audience with her 
rendering of folk songs in many lan- 
guages. Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski 
addressed the gathering. Mr. Harry 
A. Harrison, chairman of the chapter, 


presided. The Lincoln Chapter of the 
League participated in the affair. 


SOCIAL WORKERS’ CHAPTER 
sponsored a luncheon session at the 
National Conference of Jewish Social 
Welfare which was held over Decora- 
tion Day week-end in Washington, 
D. C. Rabbi Edward L. Israel and 
Dr. John Slawson were the guest 
speakers. Mr. Ellis Radinsky, chair- 
man of the chapter, presided. The 
project of the I. M. Rubinow Collec- 
tion for the School of Social Work in 
Jerusalem, which was recently launch- 
ed by the Social Workers’ Chapter is 
making excellent progress. Mr. Phil- 
lip Houtz, secretary of the project, in- 
forms that a sponsoring committee of 
over 500 leaders in the field of social 
work and of the Jewish community in 
general, has been formed. The pro- 
ject committee has already shipped 
many books to Palestine and expects to 
build up a considerable library of 
many important volumes in the near 
future, according to a report by Miss 
Ruth Cohen, chairman of the com- 
mittee. 


NEW ARK—Jacob Polevski Chap- 
ter conducted an affair, the proceeds 
of which were contributed to the He- 
chalutz Farm. It is now planning a 
program of activities for the summer 
months and is making preparations for 
next year’s cultural and social func- 
tions. 


PHILADELPHIA is concluding a 
very intensive drive for the Leon 
Blum Colony for which it has already 
raised close to $500. Mrs. R. Moul 
and Mrs. G. Cutler, co-chairmen of 
the J. N. F. Committee, are working 
assiduously and hope to surpass their 
quota. The last cultural-social gath- 
ering of the chapter was held at the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Harris. These 
cultural-social gatherings, under the 
chairmanship of Mrs. J. Levitt, have 
proven to be a great attraction among 
the circles of the League members and 
their friends. The final, annual af- 
fair of the chapter will be held on 
June 19th at an outing on a farm near 
Philadelphia. 


DETROIT is preparing its summer 
program. Among other things, it 
will have a study circle conducted by 
members of the League. Mr. M. Lie- 
berman, chairman of the chapter, also 
writes that plans are being made for 
an extensive program of activities for 
the coming year. 


HOUSTON was the host to a State 
Conference on Labor Palestine which 
was held over Decoration Day week- 
end. Delegates from many communi- 
ties in the state attended. A perman- 
ent committee to promote the interests 
of the Histadrut in the state of Texas 
was organized. 

BALTIMORE is preparing a pro- 
gram for the summer months and is 
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already planning an open forum series 
for the coming season. The Progres- 
sive Sick Benefit and Relief Associa- 
tion in Baltimore has become a contri- 
buting member of the League. Its 
first contribution of $25 has been for- 
warded by Mr. Irving W. Wasserman, 
secretary of the association. 


BENSONHURST—Miss Ruth Rap- 
paport, Mr. David Morris, and Mr. 
Remy Harrison are proceeding with 
their plans to organize a chapter in 
their neighborhood. The committee 
will participate in the Young People’s 
Conference. 

LOS ANGELES has concluded its 
Geverkshaften Campaign and has had 
its final social cultural meeting of the 
season. It is now preparing an active 
program for the summer months. 


FLATBUSH — The newly formed 
chapter, under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Harold Birnkrant, held its inaug- 
uration meeting at the home of Dr. 
and Mrs. Kaplan. Miss Rose Stoloff 
addressed the gathering on “The Co- 
Operative Movement.” Dr. Alexan- 
der S. Kohanski spoke on the purpose 
and functions of the League. Mrs. 
Philip Gots, secretary of the chapter, 
together with the executive committee, 


of activities which will be carried out 
during the rest of the season and will 
be continued on a larger scale next 
year. 


EVA BERKOWITZ CHAPTER 
will have an outing at the Hechalutz 
Farm on Sunday, June 19th. A very 
interesting program is being prepared 
for the occasion. Other units of 
Brooklyn will join. ; 


PITTSBURGH — Rabbi Samuel 
Wohl, our national chairman, was the 
guest speaker at the last open meeting 
of the chapter, which was attended by 
a representative audience. Mr. Paul 
Ben Brasley, chairman, presided. Sev- 
eral newcomers have joined as mem- 


bers. 


WICHITA was among the chapters 
which recently sent their contributions 
to the Hechalutz Farm. They are now 
preparing their program for the fall. 


CHICAGO—Albany Park Chapter 
had an Oneg Shabbat at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Aronson. Mr. 
Judah Pilch spoke on “Cultural Im- 
plications of Labor Palestine.” Lake- 
view and South Side Chapters are 
making plans for their summer activi- 
ties. 

SOUTH AMERICA — There are 
three League units in Argentine with 
their headquarters in Buenos Aires. 
These Leagues have recently held their 
annual conference at which an exten- 
sive program was worked out for the 
coming year. They have also partici- 


pated in the first annual pro-Palestine 
Conference of South America which 
was held last month in Buenos Aires. 


THE SUMMER SEMINAR of the 
League which will be held at the He- 
chalutz Farm, beginning July 1, was 
introduced in actual operation to an 
enthusiastic gathering of over 100 
guests during Decoration Day Week- 
End. The lecture series was opened 
by Rabbi Edward T. Sandrow of Long 
Island who spoke on “Trends in 
American Jewish Life,” and by Hillel 
Bavli, well-known Hebrew poet, who 
lectured on “Labor Palestine in Mod- 
ern Hebrew Literature.” A concert 


27 


program was given by the brilliant 
violinist, Zvi Zeitlin and the capable 
and charming pianist, Mrs. Mortis 
Neiman. The spirit of cooperation 
which is the key-note of the Seminar 
prevailed in all activities. 


IN OUR LIBRARY. We have 
added two volumes of Poems by the 
American Hebrew poet, Hillel Bavli. 
(Published by “Dvir” in Palestine. 
450 p. 2 vol. in one.—$2.). Bavli’s 
lyrics give expression to the yearnings 
of our people for its rebirth in the 
national homeland, ad also reflect our 
life on American soil, as seen and felt 
by this most gifted poet. 








National Labor Committee Reports Progress in Its 
Accomplishments for the Histadrut 


At the general meeting of its 
National Council, which was held on 
May 23rd, at the Pennsylvania Hotel, 
the National Labor Committee for 
Palestine reported great progress in 
this year’s Gewerkshaften Campaign 
for the Histadrut. The income re- 
ceived up to May 1st amounts to over 
$160,000 as compared with the sum 
of $140,000 reported during the same 
period in 1937. Mr. Hamlin estim- 
ates that after the Campaign will be 
over, the net results will show an in- 
crease between 12 to 15 per cent over 
that received last year. 


The increase came as a result of the 
most strenuous efforts which were 
given by all the affiliated organizations 
including Poale Zion-Zeire Zion, the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, 
the League for Labor Palestine, the 
Trade Union Division, branches of 
the Workmen’s Circle, general organ- 
izations, Pioneer Women’s clubs, the 
Hebrew Educators’ Committee, and 
many other groups. The increase is 
also marked in the number of organi- 
zations and individuals who have con- 
tributed and helped in the success of 
the Campaign. 


The transmissions which have been 
forwarded this year to the Histadrut 
have helped particularly in the special 
efforts of the Histadrut to he 
work for the unemployed and to as- 
sist in the colonization work both in 
the old and new settlements through 
the Histadrut’s Agricultural Coopera- 
tive “Nir.” It has also helped in 
maintaining and strengthening the 
various cooperative and cultural insti- 
tutions of the labor movement in 
Palestine. 

The official wind-up in this year’s 
Campaign as well as of the successful 
work of Nachshon will be celebrated 
at a Banquet, which will be held on 
June 21st, at the Central Plaza Hotel, 
New York. This evening will also 
serve as a Farewell in honor of Goldie 


Meyerson who has been working so 
tirelessly in the interest of “Nach- 
shon” and the Histadrut in general. 

The National Labor Committee is 
now making a strenuous effort to se- 
cure all outstanding balances both for 
the Campaign and Nachshon in order 
to achieve the most results. 


IS RECOVERY POSSIBLE 


and how? 


Homer Martin, Philip Murray, Edward F. 
McGrady, Max Zaritsky, K. Mordecai 
Ezekial, Dr. J. R. Steelman, John T. Flynn, 
B. Charney Vladeck, Louis Waldman, 
Algernon Lee, Dr. Leroy Bowman, others— 
will discuss this momentous question at— 








CAMP TAMIMENT, Tamiment, Pa. 


June 23rd to 26th, Rates: $5.00 per day or 
$14.00 for week-end (conferences included) 
Delux Accommodations Extra 


Also Round Table Discussion on Topic 
THE WAY TO PEACE IN THE 
LABOR MOVEMENT 


Speakers: Adolph Held, Chairman, George 
odes, Sam Beardsley, Morris Feinstone, 

Isidore Nagler, Abraham Miller, James J. 

Bambrick, Jos. Tuvim, Emil Schlessinger, 
Max Goldman, Nathaniel M. Minkoff. 


TAMIMENT 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INSTITUTE 
7 East 15th Street, New York 




















UNITED AGAINST HITLERISM! 
Vote for an 
AMERICAN JEWISH 
CONGRESS 


REGISTER! 


Every Jew and Jewess 18 years 


and over may register & vote. 


National Democratic Elections 
June 25th, 26th and 27th 
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IN THE PARTY 


American Jewish Congress: 


The Poale-Zion Zeire-Zion party 
and along with it the entire ft 
Zionist movement, were among the 
first to start campaigning for the dem- 
ocratic elections to the American Jew- 
ish Congress. The congress election 
conference of the Labor Zionist Move- 
ment which was held on May 15 at 
Manhattan Opera House was attended 
by over 600 delegates. It was an im- 
ressive demonstration that the Zion- 
ist--Socialist movement which was the 
first to raise the call for a representa- 
tive body of American Jewry twenty 
years ago, is now determined to do its 
full share to restore it on a sound 
foundation. The conference was ad- 
dressed by Hayim Greenberg who 
presented a historical analysis of the 
various stages of the struggle for Jew- 
ish enfranchisement and concluded 
with a discussion of the function of 
the Jewish Congress in a renewed 
struggle for Jewish rights. Joel En- 
teen reviewed the Jewish world situ- 
ation at the present moment. David 
Wertheim, Louis Segal and other 
speakers discussed the political and 
technical aspects of the election cam- 
paign and the role of the party in the 
congress. 

The party branches all over the 
country are now busy distributing elec- 
tion certificates and explaining the sig- 
nificance of the American Jewish Con- 
gress. In many cities week-ends were 
assigned for house-to-house canvass- 
ing. 
An understanding was reached with 
the present administration of the Con- 
gress concerning the mode of elec- 
tions. There will not be any party 
lists. Ballots will be in the following 
manner: In every city a nomination 
convention will place on the ballot 
four times as many candidates as the 
district or city is entitled to elect. 
National organizations have a right 
to submit their own list which must 
not exceed two-thirds of the number 
to be elected in the respective locality. 
The names are to be placed on the 
ballot in alphabetical order. The 
names of the Labor Zionist nominees 
will be marked ““Workers’ and People’s 
Committee.” 


“ZICO”: 

Zico (the first letters of ‘Zico ‘‘Zen- 
trale Yiddische Kultur Organizatsie” 
—Central Yiddish Culture Organiza- 
tion) is the mame of the new body 
which is now trying to coordinate the 
activities of a number of organizations 
and individuals who engage in cultur- 
al and educational work in the Yid- 
dish language. The need for such a 
central body has been felt for a long 
time; recent attempts of the Commit- 


tee to organize a sort of United Cul- 
ture Front has helped to stimulate this 
new body which already includes such 
representative organiztaions as the 
Workmen’s Circle, the Jewish Nation- 
al Workers’ Alliance and the J. .L. 
Peretz Writers’ Association. 

A national conference of “Zico” is 
scheduled to take place on June 10th, 
11th and 12th in New York City. 
The Socialist-Zionist Movement will 
be represented at the conference by 
the Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance and the Poale Zion-Zeire Zion. 


Folk Shulen: 


On June 3 the annual conference of 
the Yiddishe Folkshulen will be open- 
ed in Philadelphia. The first Folkshul 
was established by the Party in New 
York City about 27 years ago. It was 
the first American attempt in secular 
Jewish education, and served as a 
model and stimulus to several types of 
Jewish schools here and abroad. At 
present there are about 60 elementary 
schools and High Schools in every 
part of the country. 

The agenda of the school confer- 
ence includes a number of problems, 
pedagogical and professional, of great 
significance to the schools and the 





teachers’ body. 
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SALTZMAN'S 


OVERLOOK 
LOCH SHELDRAKE, N. Y. 
Modern ! 

Every Pleasure and Sport ! 
Music ! Bathing ! 


We have a social staff; 
kosher meals; fine guests 


and moderate prices! 
Telephone, Hurleyville 259 
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OPEN ALL YEAR 
LOCUST GROVE FARM 
(Dedicated to Good Living) 


97 acres of glorious country. Just 55 miles 
from New York. Operated by an “artist 
for congenial people. Books, open fire- 
place, sports, renowned cooking. 
Rates $18.00 Weekly—$3.50 Daily 
*G. A. PODORSON, 250 Park Avenue, 
PLaza 3-8926 or Sylvan Lake, Hopewell 
Junction, N. Y. 











HOTEL ZEIGER 
ZEIGER and STERN 


FALLSBURGH, N. Y. 
PHONE FALLSBURG 296 


"WHERE HAPPINESS REIGNS' 








JEWISH FRONTIER 








GOING AWAY 


this summer? 


Why not have the 
Jewish Frontier 


help you pick your place? 
* 


Write to 


Resort Editor 
JEWISH FRONTIER 
275 Seventh Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

















CAMP ROBIN HOOD 


East Otis, Berkshire County. Mass. 
125 Miles from New York City 

For Boys and Girls, 3 to 13. 40 Children. 
20-acre private lake. Modern conven- 
iences. Trained staff. Progresive pro- 
gram. Music. Reasonable rates. 

J. Greenbaum, 9 West 97th St., N. Y. C. 
ACademy 2-3625 Camp phone: Otis 7R4 











HYDE PARK LODGE & 
BUNGALOW COLONY 


For children, supervised camp activities; 
for parents, quiet retreat midst scenic 
beauty; large private lake fed by springs. 
176 acres rolling, mountainous. Entire 
bungalow as low as $300. Roomy, fur- 
nished, complete housekeeping facilities, 
perfect sanitary conditions. Groups or in- 
dividuals accommodated at a flat rate for 
season. Cafeteria Service—Camp Facili- 
ties for all. Room and Board $22.50. By 
car—Albany Post Road to Hyde Park traffic 
light east 2!/, miles past East Park. 186 
Joralemon St., Brooklyn, N. Y. TRiangle 











5-9795. Hyde Park 200. 











Phones: FALLSBURG 310-311 
DIETARY LAWS ; 


MONEKA LODGE 
“A HOTEL OF DISTINCTION” 


Excellent Social & Sport Activities 
South Fallsburg, N. Y. 


M. KARP C. BERKOWITZ 
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JUNE, 1938 


Pioneer Women's Organi- 
zation Undertakes' New 
Project 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
of America has undertaken a new pro- 
ject, the building of a children’s nur- 
sery and kindergarten in the colony of 
Hedera. 

The working mother in Palestine 
works side by side with her husband 
in the upbuilding of the country. She 
is with him in the fields and in the 
garden; building houses and laying 
roads. The problems of earning a liv- 
ing concern the wife as well as the 
husband in a worker’s family. Thou- 
sands of mothers, chaveros of the His- 
tadruth, are employed i in various work. 
Together with their husbands they 
contribute to the maintenance of the 
family. The problem of greatest im- 
portance to every working mother is 

“where shall I leave my children 
while I am at work’’? In the colony 
of Hedera that problem is especially 
important and hence there is a special 
need of a children’s nursery and kind- 
ergarten. 


The Moatzath Hapoaloth (the 
Working Women’s Council) which 
directs and guides the work of the 
working women in Palestine, has con- 
cerned itself with the question of cre- 
ating nursery schools, kindergartens, 
clubs, as well as vacation schools, etc., 
for the children of working mothers. 
Now it has issued a call for this first 
children’s nursery and kindergarten 
home which is to be built in Hedera. 
The Pioneer Women’s Organization, 
directly connected with the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth, allocating part of its quota 
for Palestine for the maintenance of 
children’s work, must therefore an- 
swer the call for the building of the 
Hedera Home. 


This children’s Day Nursery will 
provide accommodations for 60 child- 
ren between the ages of 2 and 6 
whose mothers will bring them early 
in the morning and call for them af- 
ter their working hours in the colony. 

There will be a central kitchen: be- 
tween the two dining rooms. Meals 
will be served through special open- 
ings which will be low, like all the 
furniture in the house, since the older 
children are expected to help serve the 
meals. Special arrangements will be 
made for rest hours, medical super- 
vision, play space, etc. The children’s 
activities will be under the super- 
vision of trained teachers. 


The Hedera Day Nursery and Kin- 
dergarten has accommodations for a 
garden, part of which will be used 
for vegetables. The older children 
will have an gg for raising 
their own vegetables as well as flow- 
ers. A corner for chickens has also 
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WERNERSVILLE ,PA. 
( Nine MilesWest ofReading) 


"Whe Swityerland of America” 


FRIDAY, July Ist. MONDAY, JULY 4th” 


over looking the beautiful Lebanon Valles U. 


Celebrated Mountain. Sorin Drinking Water 


UNEXCELLED CUISINE - DANCIN 
TELEPHONE IN ALL ROO 

GORGEOUS SWIMMING POOL ~ 130 fe, x BOFt. 
GOLF-TENNIS - SADDLEHORSES 


Rates aslow as *522, per person-per day, including room. 
with hath and meals ~ Special weekly, mouthlysseasonrates 












4th WEEK-END, 


of the blue RidyeMlonntaius 


— 


ALEXANDER BERMAN 
Resident- Manages ° 




















been arranged. Through this home 
60 children will have a daily oppor- 
tunity of learning, working and play- 
ing amidst pleasant surroundings, 
while their mothers are at work in the 
colony contributing their part to the 
maintenance of the family. 

The clubs of the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization throughout the United 
States and Canada are making the He- 
dera Children’s Home as their special 
summer project. They are selling 
bricks in order to raise the complete 
sum necessary for the building which 
is to be constructed in the fall. They 
are calling upon all those interested 
in children’s work in Palestine to 
assist them. 


CHESTERS’ ZUNBARG 


A delightful hideaway in the 
mountains 


y SPECIAL FOR DECORATION DAY! 


Y Varied activities. 


Arts and oo 6. 
Group. Congenial company. 
Foclononal ons ment. 

and all sports. 


MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW! 


No other place in the Catskills quite equals 
= delightful intimacy, the abundance and 
fine condition of its equipment, the goss 4 
setting, and the fine Pe of young phithe 


attracted here. ITE 


Tel. Fallsburg 53 


R LOW RA 


5/1. Will Geer and his Troupe. 2. 
3. Art Films. 


4. Splendid accommodations. 5. 
Modern Dance 


WOODBOURNE, N. Y. 











PASS 
THIS 
COPY 
ON 
TO 
A 
FRIEND! 




















PIONEER YOUTH CAMP 


RIFTON, N. Y. (In the Catskills) 
Established 1924 for Boys and Girls, 
6 to 16 years. 

Pioneers in progressive camping. 
Creative use of environment rich inj 
historical background. All camp 
activities. Experienced direction. 
Exceptional staff. 
Non-profit making. Non-sectarian. 
9-week season, $175. 
Special rates to union members. 
Address: MRS. FRIMA FRUMES, 
Camp Registrar. 


pe hy OF AMERICA, INC. 
. 29 St., N.Y.C. PEnn. 6-3055. 




















CAMP 
NA-SHO-PA 


— BOYS AND GIRLS— 


BLOOMINGBURG - MAMAKATING 
NEW YORK 








HUNTINGTON LAKESIDE 
LAKE HUNTINGTON, N. Y. 


@ Private Beach and C 
e saege Social and Athletic 


® Dietary Laws Observed 
@ Boating Free to Guests 
e All Water Sports 

® Booklet “E’’ on Request 


ELMER ROSENBERG - MOLLIE LISS 





80 Miles 
2 
Cabins, private lake, spacious grounds, 
water and land sports, educational ac- 
tivities, scouting. Dietary laws observed. 


$150 Per Season 


Directors: KROLL BROS. 
1455 48th ST., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Windsor 6-8795 























HECHALUTZ HACHSHARA 
"PILGRIMAGE" 


On Sunday, June 12, with a “Chalutz Special Train” 
leaving from New York, a caravan of automobiles heading 
north from Baltimore, Philadelphia and Camden, and 
streams of cars from all sections of New Jersey converging 
on the Hechalutz Hachshara Farm at Cream Ridge, N. J., 
thousands of Zionists and sympathizers of the Hechalutz 
will form a mass “Aliya” to the 140-acre domain where 
American Chalutzim are receiving their training for pion- 
eer life in Palestine. The “Aliya” to Cream Ridge is finn 
held in conjunction with the world-wide celebration of the 
20th Anniversary of the Hechalutz movement, and marks 
the successful beginning of the second season at the Cream 
Ridge Farm. 

Hechalutz is making extensive preparations to welcome 
a huge gathering, preparing a full b's program of ath- 
letic, social and cultural treats. The events will include a 
showing of the latest Histadrut films, a number of out- 
standing artists of the Jewish stage, and a huge Medura 
(campfire) with Palestinian songs and dances. Refresh- 
ments for the guests will be provided in abundance by the 
hostesses, the Trenton Chapters of Hadassah and the Pion- 
eer Women. 

A special souvenir journal describing the achievements 
of the Hechalutz during the past two decades will appear 
at the festival. 

The “Chalutz Special” will leave Pennsylvania station, 
New York City, at 9:35 a. m., daylight time. Round tri 
tickets for $1.50 may be obtained from the Hechalutz of- 
fices, 275 Seventh Avenue. Stops will be made at Newark 
(9:50 a.m.), Elizabeth (9:59 a.m.), and Perth Amboy 
(10:18 a. m.) for passengers. The “Special” will leave 
the Farm at 11:00 p. m.. Reservations must be accom- 
— by cash. There will be no entrance charges at the 
arm. 
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“Unique Adult Camp’’ 


HUNTS-BROOK 
LODGE 


AT NEW LONDON, CONN. 


There will be no "dressing up" or formal enter- 
tainment at any time and the following facilities 
are at the disposal of Hunts Brook guests: 


FIVE TENNIS COURTS SWIMMING 
FOUR HANDBALL COURTS BASEBALL 
HORSEBACK RIDING PING PONG 
BICYCLING DANCING 
ARCHERY SHUFFLE BOARD 
BASKETBALL CARD ROOMS 


Missdissdisddsithddssddbsdddddidsdidddstdddddddddh 











OPENS JUNE 17th 
RATES—$25.00 WEEK 
Gala 4th of July Week-end 
@ 
DAVID LIPSKY—Director 
For Reservations Write 


Hunts-Brook Lodge, New London, Conn. 


New York Address 
22 Buckingham Road, Brooklyn 
BUckminster 4-7400 

















DIRECTIONS: Boston Post Road, Route | to New London. 
N.Y. N.H. and Hartford to New London. 
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JewisH FRONTIER 








"JEWISH FRONTIER" readers are cordially invited to the 


JUNE CONFERENCE 
OF THE 


LEAGUE FOR INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 
at UNITY HOUSE, FOREST PARK, PA. (Near Bushkill) 
The Beautiful Country Home of the I.L.G.W.U. 


June 9th to 12th, 1938 
Subject: 


"HOW BEST DEFEND AND ADVANCE DEMOCRACY?" 
SPEAKERS: Morris Llewellyn Cooke, John T. Flynn, Julius 
Hochman, Robert Morse Lovett, Norman Thomas, E. C. 
Lindeman, Clinton S. Golden, W. Jeff Lauck, Henry C. 
Teigan, Mary Van Kleeck, B. Charney Vladeck, Joseph 
Schlossberg, Murray Baron, Dorothy Detzer, George W. 
Hartmann, Victor G. Reuther, Harlow S. Person, Jesse H. 
Holmes, Robert Marshall, Joel Seidman, and others. 
For information write to 
HARRY W. LAIDLER, League for Industrial Democracy 
112 East 19th Street New York City 
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mentale pnieaiemie 


HILLTOP LODGE 


on Sylvan Lake 


HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y. 
Phone: Hopewell Junction 176 


65 MILES FROM NEW YORK . . . REASONABLE RATES 
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Activities | 
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wimming ... 
Boating . . . Fishing . . . Horseback Riding . . . Handball 
. . . Basketball . . . Games . . . Dramatics . . . Forums 
... Concerts . . . Chamber Music. . 
Bungalows . . 


UNTIL JUNE 24th $20.00 WEEK 
Directors City Address 
200 Broadway Room 303 \ 


PAUL WOLFSON 
Sot ROTHAUSER COrtland 7-3958 
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{ COLORFUL SUMMER RESORT 
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{ Golf . . . Tennis . . . Ping Pong... S 
j 

. Modern Improvements . . . Solariums... 
j 
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Modern Throughout 


LIVINGSTON MANOR 
THEO. B. GOLUB, Owner 


NEw YORK 
P. O. BOX 355 \ 
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“PINS and NEEDLES” 


NEW YORK’S HIT MUSICAL REVUE 


With ILGWU Players 
SEATS NOW SELLING FOR JUNE 
Evenings: 8.40 
Mats., Wed. & Sat. 2:40 
PRICES: 


Evenings, 55c to $2.75 
Matinees, 55c to $2.20 


CHICAGO: Cohan’s 
Grand Opera House 


LABOR STAGE 


39th St. and 6th Ave. BRyant 9-1163 





